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ABSTRACT

The Republic of Turkey has wanted to move forward with the legacy of the Ottoman State have
taken innovation and reform movements. The establishment of a new state caused a period of joy
in the public and visual media due to the difficulties experienced during the National Struggle
period. Innovation and reform movements in the period of this joy are fundamentally changing the
social structure and institutions that have been going on for centuries. There have been many
revolutions that have influenced education, law, economic and everyday life. Considering the low
literacy rate, it is thought that the public is seriously affected by the print media. The effect of
Tawhid-i Tedrisat Law (Law on Unity of Education) and Letter Revolution on humor journals, which
is important among these changes, was investigated. In this respect, it is seen that there was no
significant criticism against the government of the period based on the publications between 1924-
1928 in Zimrid-G Anka and Akbaba humor magazines, which were examined within the
framework of the Law of Tevhid-i Tedrisat and Letter Revolution. It is understood from the studies
that illustrators, who made publications, support these reforms, especially in humor magazines
and newspaper publications directed towards innovation and reform movements.

Keywords: Zimrid-U Anka Magazine, Akbaba Magazine, The Law on Unity of Education, Letter
Revolution.
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INTRODUCTION

The narrative of history is based on three main lines: written, oral and visual. Written and oral history expressions
are complemented by visual materials (Sakin, 2011: 11). People have used different methods to express their
feelings and thoughts since ancient times. It is possible to reach visual drawings on stone, relief, sculpture and
similar stone in ancient Egypt, Rome, Hittite, Greek and other eastern cultures (Kayis, 2004: 4). Printed visual
materials, which started to be used in the 19th century, became one of the most important news sources that

attracted the attention of the societies with the progress of the age.

The use of caricatures in newspapers and magazines in the Ottoman State emerged with the establishment of
printing houses as in western countries. In the periods when the use of photography has not yet begun, the
illustrators, who we call today cartoonists, tried to tell the public by adding humor to the events of the period
(Arik, 2002: 238). Humor cartoons written by hand skill have gained a certain reputation among the public due
to the scarcity of literate people. People could learn about particular events in countries as well as current issues
through humor by following the publication of this kind. According to the flexibility of the period conditions,
humor publications began to be published by expressing criticism and ridicule in political and social events (Arik,

2002: 239). The political cartoons drawn with humor aim to make the reader think while making them laugh.

In the Ottoman State, cartoons were first used during the Tanzimat Period. Although humor press continued to
publish until the announcement of Kanuni Esasi, after a while there was a decrease in publications. However,
after the declaration of the Second Constitutional Monarchy, there was a significant increase in the number of
humor newspapers and humor magazines (Hinerli, 1993: 28). The Ottoman State, which signed the Armistice of
Mondros on October 30, 1918, accepted that it was defeated in World War | and its lands began to be occupied.
As a matter of fact, the cartoons used in this period and the publications in humor magazines were mostly about
the Independence War against the occupation states and the Ankara Government, which made efforts for the
National Struggle in Anatolia. During this period, newspapers were using their works like a soldier, and printed
images and publications were used as weapons. Although there were publications in the press of the occupation
states, the humor press had an important responsibility in the public expression of the national struggle (Kaya &

Acarli, 2018: 132).

With the success of the War of Independence and the liberation of the land from the enemy occupation, all of
the press organizations published publications praising success and emphasizing nationalist ideas. During this
period, there were 21 journals published as humor magazines. The main magazines are: “Karagoz (1908-1950),
Diken (1918-1919), Guleryiiz (1921-1923), Aydede (1922), Ayine (1921-1923), Akbaba (1922-1977), Zimrid
Anka (1923-1925), Kelebek (1923-1924)” (Ceviker, 2010: 21). On 23 April 1920 with success in the War of
Independence, after the opening of the Grand National Assembly (Giinal, 2008: 230) in Ankara government is
terminating the National Struggle (Baykara, 2011: 164). After the signing of the Lausanne Peace Treaty, a new

era started with the occupation forces left Istanbul and other Anatolian lands.
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With the proclamation of the Republic on 29 October 1923, a new era began for the cartoon and humor press.
Especially the innovation decisions taken during this period have been reflected in the cartoons and visual
publications in the printed media. November 3, 1928, with the abandonment of the Arabic alphabet and the use
of Latin letters instead of the revolution of letters, a new era began for the life of the printed press (Ongéren,
1998: 73). The most important feature of the period between 1923 and 1928 for the press and publication life is
that the Ottoman language was written in Arabic letters. In addition, another feature of this period, causing

public happiness and free period for press with the success of the National Struggle (Ongéren, 1998: 76).

During the Republican period, a significant portion of the newspapers began to feature caricatures and drawings
on their pages. Early Republican caricature publication should be divided into two; the first period is the period
from 29 October 1923 until the declaration of the Republic to 3 November 1928. The second term is accepted as
the transition from the Letter Revolution to multi-party life with the elections of 21 July 1946. This period is
generally accepted as the period in which cartoonists use the art of caricature comfortably and put their narrative

into drawing (Ceviker, 2010: 22).
PURPOSE

This study, with the success of the liberation struggle in this period is considered the founding stage of the
Republic of Turkey, aimed to investigate and examine the perspectives of humor and caricature magazines on

the Law on Unity of Education and the Letter Revolution. In this framework, the following sub-problems were

sought:
1. How are the characteristics of the period reflected in the humor press?
2. How were the Law of Tawhid-i Tedrisat and the Letter Revolution handled in the early periods of the

Republic in the humor publications?
3. Were there any political biases in the journals of Akbaba and Zimrid-i Anka to be examined in the

context of the Law of Tawhid-i Tedrisat and the Letter Revolution?

METHOD

“Case study method’” was used in this study. Case study which is a qualitative research method which is used for
in-depth research and description of one or more events, phenomena or a limited system (Blytkéztirk et al.,
2018: 60; Karatas, 2015: 63). Case study is a systematic study design aiming at collecting data, planning the
collected data, reaching the findings and interpreting these findings (Berrak, 2012: 3). In this study, considering
the conditions of the period, ‘Descriptive Analysis Method’, which is one of the qualitative data analysis methods,
was used because of the evaluation of the publications of some humor journals on the Law of Tevhid-i Tedrisat
and Letter Revolution and examining the relationship between events. The aim of the descriptive analysis is to

edit and interpret the data and present it to the reader. In this direction, the data obtained were arranged and
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described systematically and clearly. The data obtained were trying to be described and interpreted. Finally, the

results were obtained by examining the cause-effect relationship (Yildirm & Simsek, 2005: 224).

In this study, it was aimed to determine how visual publications of a period perceive the developments of the
period. In this context, it is thought that the descriptive analysis method, which is one of the case study methods,
is appropriate for the structure of this study. The documents and instruments required for the study were
obtained from Beyazit State Library, Farabi digital library of the Research Centre for Islamic History, Art and
Culture (IRCICA) and the newspapers and magazines known as Hakki Tarik Us Collection and transferred to digital

media.

FINDING

MAJOR HUMOR-CARTOON MAGAZINES AND NEWSPAPERS OF THE PERIOD
a)Akbaba Magazine (1922-1977)

At the time of the War of Independence, Aydede and Giileryliz magazines continued to publish in terms of Turkish
cartoon and humor magazines. While Sedat Simavi, the founder of Gileryliz magazine, has been making
publications that support the Ankara Government, Refik Halid Karay had been supporting the Istanbul
Government in Aydede (Tonga, 2008: 666). After the successful completion of the War of Independence, Refik
Halid Karay escaped from the country and with the closure of Aydede magazine, “Akbaba” magazine was founded
by Yusuf Ziya Ortag (Cantek & Géneng, 2017: 11). Akbaba is the longest-running magazine among Turkish cartoon
and humor magazines. In 55 years of publication, the magazine has been closed three times(Ogdu, 2011: 31).
Almost all the publication staff of Aydede magazine met at Akbaba. The main Artists are: “Munif Fehim, Ramiz
Gokee, ismail Hakki, Hasan Rahim (Us), ihap Hulusi (Gérey), Ratip Tahir Burak, Cemal Nadir Giiler” (Sakin, 2011:
71).

b) Ziimriid-i Anka Humor Magazine (1923-1925)

Zamrid-i Anka Humor magazine, which was founded on January 11, 1923, ceased its activities on April 23, 1925
shortly after the establishment of the Republic(Yilmaz N. F., 2017: 77). The fact that it was the first humor
magazine established during the Republican period made this magazine important. Some of the authors of the
journal, which is published twice a week, Monday and Thursday, are; “Orhan Seyfi (Orhon), Yusuf Ziya (Ortag),
Peyami Safa, Selami izzet (Sedes), A. Litf(i”. Some of the most important cartoonists are; Ramiz (Gkge), Zeki
Cemal (Bakigelebioglu), ismail Hakki, Ahmet Miinif (Fehim), Ratip Tahir (Burak), Cevat Sakir (Kabaagacli), Hasan
Fehmi (Us), Ahmet Rifki, Cemal Nadir(Gller)” (Yilmaz H., 2016: 66). This magazine, owned by Semih Lutfi Erciyas,
criticized the cultural and social change of the period by focusing on innovation and reform movements in the
early years of the Republic. However, Zimriid-i Anka magazine started its publication life 2 years and 3 months
later with the number 224 ended the publication soon after the announcement of Takrir-i Stikén Law (Yilmaz N.

F., 2017: 77).
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TEVHID-i TEDRIiSAT LAW

The establishment of the Republic of Turkey, especially in the first ten-year period, while serious social and
structural changes on the basic dynamics of the legacy inherited from the Ottoman State, could not be expected
not to reform in education (Zengin, 2002: 81). With the end up of the National Struggle Period, within the scope
of renewal movement began in the Republic of Turkey, the idea of the regeneration of the Ottoman alphabet
produced from Arabic alphabet was discussed in Izmir Economy Congress at the request of Ghazi Mustafa Kemal.
Four days after this congress “Maarif Misaki” (also known as “Education Commemoration”) (Ertan vd., 2018: 188)

was declared with regard to the reconsideration of education and training on March 8, 1923.

After the proclamation of the Republic, the madrasah education, which has been going on since the Ottoman
State period, was thought to have little effect on the literacy of the people and there were dichotomies in the
education system. In addition, due to non-supervision of foreign schools, all institutions engaged in educational
activities were asked to gather under one roof (Ertan vd., 2018: 188). Negotiations were held at the opening of
the second session of the Grand National Assembly (Ari, 2002: 185) on 1 March 1924 in order to ensure the
educational structure appropriate for the Republican period (Kocatirk, 2000: 409). In these meetings, issues
were discussed except for the Law on Unification of Education. In the opening speech of Ghazi Mustafa Kemal at

the session on March 1, he focused on three main topics and stated them in his book Nutuk as follows:

1. “The nation demands that now, in the future, for ever and unconditionally the Republic
shall be protected frolm every attack. The wish of the naiton can be expressed through the fact
that the Republic will be founded a moment earlier and completely on the wholr of positive
principles which have been put to the test.”

2. “We declare that it is necessary without loss of time to apply the principle of unity of
instruction and education which has been decided by the vote of nation.”

3. “We also recognise that it is indispensable in order to secure the revival of the Islamic
Faith, to disengage it from the condition of being a political instrument, which it has been for

centuries through habit”(Atatirk, 2009: 574).

A day later, at the group meeting of the People's Party on March 2, 1924, these headings proposed by Ghazi
Mustafa Kemal were discussed and presented to the Parliament on 3 March 1924 (Ari, 2002: 187) by the party

deputies. The three proposals submitted to the Presidency of the Assembly are as follows:

1. “Draft of the law of Sheikh Safvet Effendi and fifty of his colleagues concerning the
abolition of the Caliphate and the expiulsion of the Ottoman dynasty from Turkish territory.”

2. “Draft of the law of Halil Hulki Effendi, deputy for Seerd, and fifty of his colleagues
concerning the suppression of the Ministry for Religious Affairs, of the Evkaf and Ministry of the

General Staff.”
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3. “Motion of Vassif Bey, deputy for Saruchan, and fifty of his colleagues concerning the

unification of instruction” (Atattirk, 2009: 574).

Although some deputies objected to these articles, the Law on Unification of Education was also adopted and all
educational institutions in the country were connected to the Ministry of Education (Ertan vd., 2018: 188). With
the Law on the Organization of Education (Kocatiirk, 2000: 452) adopted on 22 March 1926 in the Assembly,
additions were made to the Law on Unification of Education and the opening of schools without the permission

of the state was prevented (Ertan et al., 2018: 188).
LETTER REVOLUTION

Before accepting Islam, the Turks began to use the Arabic alphabet while using the Goktirk and Uighur alphabets
(Avci, 2013: 44). The Arabic letters, which continued to be used during the Ottoman State, brought about
discussions with the proclamation of the Republic. In some sources, it is stated that the idea of innovation about
Letter Revolution dates back to Tanzimat Edict (Acar, 2012: 22). Although it is not certain stated in some
publications that Mazhar Mifit Kansu, one of his companions of Ghazi Mustafa Kemal, right after the end of the
First World War during the Erzurum Congress before the War of Independence, made note (Ertan et al., 2018:

189) of the Latin Letters topic.

Ghazi Mustafa Kemal expressed the issue of Letter Revolution in the innovation movements that he started with
the end of the War of Independence and wondered about the reaction of the society and followed the
discussions closely (inan, 2018: 183). In the Republican period, the first studies on Letter Revolution were based
on the izmir Economic Congress. There were harsh debates in the meetings held at this congress, but the request
for the transition to Latin letters was not accepted when the president of the congress Kazim Karabekir Pasha
(Turan, 2018: 388) refused. On 24 February 1924, izmir deputy Sukru Saracoglu proposed the abolition of the
Arabic alphabet but was not accepted again as a result of the debates in the parliament. Mustafa Kemal did not
support the removal of this issue in this period, considering that it was not accepted by the public (Turan, 2018:

388).

After the initial attempts for the Letter Revolution, the first step was taken on 20 May 1928 with the introduction
of international figures (Kocatirk, 2000: 478). Only three days after this date, upon the instruction of President
Mustafa Kemal, it was decided to establish a Language Commission (Turan, 2018: 388) within the Ministry of
National Education. The President also participated in the work of this three-month commission (inan, 2018:

183).

At the end of the studies, the President of Turkey Mustafa Kemal made a speech in accordance with the
significance of the adoption of the new Latin alphabet in the opening of the Grand National Assembly on
November 1, 1928 (Ertan et al., 2018: 190). Following this speech, the draft law prepared by the Language

Commission was accepted. On 3 November 1928, the law entered into force and was published in the official
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newspaper (inan, 2018: 185). Thus, the Arabic letters used by the Turks since the adoption of the Islamic religion

were left and passed to the Latin letters.

SOME CARICATURES RELATED TO THE LAW OF TEVHID-I TEDRISAT AND THE LETTER REVOLUTION

Caricature-1 (Tahir, 1924)

Translation of Caricature
Cover Letter: Necat(liberation) time.

Respectively from the fourth obstacle: Reign, Dynasty and Taassub (bigotry).

Subtitle: End Game.
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Caricature-2 (Gokce, 1924)

Translation of Caricature

Subtitle: The storm of Tecdidi (regeneration) destroyed the outdated institutions in the country.

About Caricature 1 and 2

Ratib Tahir, the cartoonist of Caricature 1, drew some of the innovations made after the founding of the Republic
as an obstacle, and pointed out that Mustafa Kemal would successfully complete the race after each jump. The
last move is taassub that means bigotry. In Caricature 2, the illustrator painted a storm from Mustafa Kemal's
mouth and drew innovation movements. Inside the storm, there are ruined madrasah and robes with turbaned
robes. In the storm, shari'ah, sultanate and madrasah were written in Ottoman Turkish. It was pictured that the
storm pulled these institutions like a hose thanks to Ghazi Mustafa Kemal. Articles submitted and adopted to the
Assembly on 3 March 1924; The exile of the Ottoman dynasty and the abolition of the caliphate, removal of
Power of Attorney and Ministry of Evil and Evkaf and gathering education under one roof. The two caricatures
published after these laws do not contain any criticism and it is seen that the innovations and government are

supported.
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Caricature-3 (Tahir, 1924)

Translation of Caricature

Cover Letter: Young Republic and Raw Ideas

Apple in child's hand: Latin Letters

On pear: Women's Deputy

Subtitle: Is the child given unripe fruit?

About Caricature-3

When we examine the humor publications of the period, we see that the most critical publications are on
women's parliamentary issues with the Letter Revolution. Ghazi Mustafa Kemal ensured that these revolutions
were discussed by the public and prepared public opinion with the studies carried out in this direction. During
this period, he realized that there was no question of public and press acceptance to this Letter Revolution
(Turan, 2018: 387). As it is drawn in Caricature 3, ‘latin letters’ are written on the apple in child’s hand and on
the pear, ‘women's deputies’ are written. In this cartoon drawn on March 20, 1924, it can be understood from
the question “Is the child given unripe fruit?”, the people of Turkey and illustrators see the two reforms that are

thought to be made as raw.
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Caricature-4 (Gokce, 1926)

Translation of Caricature

Latin Letters: Watch out you're gonna get kicked!

Arabian Letters: Doing this is as hard as reading mel...

About Caricature-4

Ramiz Gokge draws Latin and Arab letters in a boxing match with each other and tries to show the difficulty of
reading the Arabic letters to the public. This caricature was published at times when the Letter Revolution was
not accepted. The most striking part of the caricature is the crowd of people behind the Latin letters and the
Arabic letters. While 2 people stand behind the Latin letters, many people are drawn behind the Arabic letters.
From this image, it is understood that the Latin letters were not fully adopted by the people in 1926 and the
Letter Revolution was not accepted. Akbaba magazine and caricaturist Ramiz Gokge tries to show the difficulty
of reading the Arabic letters to the public, and the attitude of the magazine's publications from the Letter

Revolution is clearly seen.
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Caricature-5 (Gokce, 1928)

Translation of Caricature

Cover Letter: Describing the August 31 Victory Day.

Caricature-6 (Gokge, 1928)

Translation of Caricature

Cover Letter: The chief teacher of the Turkish Nation, His Holiness Gazhi and his precious assistant Ismet Pasha,

wander from village to village to see the sain of their children...

Subtitle: Well done my children... Remove the pain of old laziness by studying.
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Caricature-7 (Gokce, 1928)

Translation of Caricature

Cover Letter: “Cumhuriyet”, who is five years old, takes Feyz from the Great Veteran and reads it.

About Caricature-5,6 and 7

In Cartoon 5, Ghazi Mustafa Kemal holds the pen in his right hand by pressing on the old Arabic letters. New
Turkish letters are written in the sun rising from the back of the cartoon. In addition to the August 31 Victory Day
celebrated after the Independence War, the acceptance of Latin letters by leaving the Arabic letters on the same
date is shown as victory. In this caricature, the adoption of Latin letters is depicted as the Republic which was

liberated from enemy occupation.

In Caricature 6 and 7 it is important to show the importance of the transition to Latin letters. President Ghazi
Mustafa Kemal and Prime Minister ismet inénii were drawn while teaching Latin letters to students and these

drawings showed the importance given to the Letter Revolution by both the government and publishers.
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Caricature-8 (Gokge, 1928)

Translation of Caricature

Cover Letter: Season Thoughts.

Subtitle of Language Committee Caricature:

(Arabic letters Cim and Sin) and (Elif and fe Letters) Gentlemen:

-“Are we going to be deputy this time?”

Subtitles for National Assembly caricature:

(Arabic Sin letter) and (Arabic Cim letter) Gentlemen:

-“Are we going to be proxy this time?”

Subtitles of First School caricature:

Hungry Kids: “Are we going to find bread this year?”

Subtitles of the coal dealer caricature:

Coal Dealers: “Are we going to be rich this winter?”
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Caricature-9 (Gokce, 1928)

Translation of Caricature

Cover Letter: Ankara Grand National Assembly is opening today.

Subtitle: Deputies — “We go around, for an outing, come on, get to work now!”

About Caricature 8-9

In caricature number 8, there are some sections affected by the Letter Revolution. These groups reveal the state
of society. People in the Language Council, which is considered to be a pioneer of the Letter Revolution, are
waiting for post-revolution deputies. The deputies in the national assembly expect to be a member of parliament
again together with the Letter Revolution has been successfully passed. The most important things are the

|tl

students’ statement who are educated in school “‘can we find bread?”” and the thoughts of coal dealers “ will we
be rich?”’. Caricature illustrator Ramiz Gokge vilifies the people, who made Letter Revolution, because of pursuing
the position, and mentions about the people's desire to get rid of hunger and earn money rather than the Letter

Revolution.

In caricature number 9, there is a satire, though small. Because the opening of the National Assembly, all the
MPs have one idea, “‘Letter Revolution.” However, as in Caricature 8, it is seen in this issue of Akbaba Magazine

that the real expectation of the people is material issues.
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Caricature-10 (Karikatiir, 1928) Caricature-11 (Gokge, 1928)

About Caricature 10-11

Speciality of Caricature 10 and 11 are written in Latin letters. It is seen that newspapers and magazines started
to be published in Latin letters which came into force on 3 November 1928 (inan, 2018: 185).Although it is still
in November, it is also seen in the Caricature number 10 where the civil servants are subjected to an exam. In
caricature number 11, the person tied with the chain gets rid of the chains. The chain here is the Arabic letters.
Under the cartoon is written halas that means over. Akbaba’s view is clearly seen about Latin letters with this

caricature.
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Caricature-12 (Gorey, 1928)

Translation of Caricature

Cover Letter: Instead of Wood!...

Subtitle: “ So you will stay in the mansion during the winter. But how are you going to shelter in that snow, don’t

you get cold?”

“Oh, why do we get cold, my father's library is full of huge books written in Arabic letters... We burn them up and

1”7

warm

About Caricature-12

The reason for using this caricature is the speeches in the subtitle of the caricature. The adoption of the Arabic

alphabet and the transition to the Latin alphabet has been adopted so quickly that books written in Arabic letters
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are thought to be burned only for warmth without considering the importance. Caricature illustrator ihap Hulusi

clearly shows us the perspective of the people of a part of the period to the Arabic letters with this caricature.
RESULT

Cartoons are important arguments that reveal their critical identity with humor of the period in which they lived.
Examining these printed media organs in public broadcasts by discussing the problems of today's political and
social life means taking some kind of x-ray. The mission of humor and cartoon magazines in the Early Republic
period is very important in terms of revealing the mental structure of the government and the people of the
period. The fact that the government, which came to power after the War of Independence ended successfully,
would turn to innovation and reforms with the idea of radical change, with the approval of the National Will that
was with it in all circumstances. The attitude of the tired people who lived the First World War and the War of
Independence against the changes that would have been experienced in centuries would have been a serious

obstacle to the new state to be established.

With the loss of the war at the end of the First World War and the invasion of Anatolia by the Entente States, a
sad and hopeless period began in Ottoman society. With the first steps of the National Struggle on May 19, 1919,
the beginning of the long and arduous road, the hope of the people to get rid of the invasion of the Entente
States has flourished. In this environment, reaching news everywhere in Anatolia and raising public awareness
could be done through printed publications, which were the only news source of the time. Considering its impact
on the public, printed publications are of great importance. Similarly, considering the claims of low literacy of
the period, the importance of visuals in printed publications increases. Therefore, cartoon writers and cartoonists

have great responsibility.

With the success of the National Struggle, serious innovation and reform movements have begun throughout
the country. There have been many revolutions that have influenced education, law, economic and everyday life.
Considering the low literacy rate, it is thought that the public is seriously affected by the print media. In this
context, how the Law of Tevhid-i Tedrisat, which is the subject of the article, and how the Letter Revolution was
used in the humor magazines and newspapers of the period was investigated and in this context Ziimrid-i Anka
and Akbaba magazines were examined. Today, it is possible to learn through the humor and cartoon magazines
that some of the Revolutions that still cause controversy among the public or political channels have had an
impact on the public in the Early Republican period. Tevhid-i Tedrisat Law and Letter Revolution, which is one of
the important reforms of the Republican era, is an innovation that has been tried to form a public opinion for a
long time. It is known that Gazi Mustafa Kemal himself asked the reforms that were in the period of maturation,
in every environment he was with, and kept the pulse of the people. In the first years of the establishment of the
Republic of Turkey, it is believed to undermine the national unity of the will of the people all matters not provided

the union.
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We have examined within the framework of the Law on Unification of Education and Letter Revolution, it has
been seen that no significant criticism was made against the government of the period in Zimrid-iU Anka and
Akbaba humor magazines (Cantek & Goneng, 2017: 13). There are two reasons for this situation. The first is that
the public and the media support the Ankara government against the Allied states and the Istanbul Government.

The second reason is that there is a period of joy in the public and in the press as the National Struggle succeeds.

Akbaba newspaper is regarded as the flagship of humor magazines of the period. When we examine the issues
at Akbaba magazine, it is seen that there is no serious satire or criticism towards the Unification of Education
Law and Letter Revolution. The main reason for this situation is the close relations of Akbaba magazine with
political powers throughout its publishing life. It was claimed that he received material incentives in line with his

criticism of the opposition (Cantek & Goneng, 2017: 12).

When the publications published by Ziimriid-iG Anka during his two-years life are examined, it is difficult to find
information and caricatures about the Law of Tevhid-i Tedrisat and the Letter Revolution. In the magazine, we
see the publication on the subject of Tevhid-i Tedrisat in the first caricature. There is no criticism in this caricature.
However, in the third caricature, as mentioned above, the little boy has apples and pears in his hands. In the
apple, “Latin letters” and in the pear “Women's Deputy” is written. In the top title, “Young Republic and Raw
Ideas” is written. Ratib Tahir, the caricaturist of Ziimriid-U Anka, thinks that the adoption of Latin letters is new
and raw. On the other hand, although it is a small criticism, the other aspect of this caricature is that a more

immature fruit, such as the “Latin Letter and the Women's Deputy”’ are expected to mature.

Among the reforms that are still the subject of controversy today, Tevhid-i Tedrisat Law and Letter Revolution
has been chosen to examine whether there are any criticisms of the cartoonists and printed publishers of the
period against the reforms made in the beginning of the Republic. Today, caricatures, which are seen as the
source of criticism and satire, have been examined in a period of allegedly low literacy, and ZiUmrid-u Anka and

Akbaba magazines have been examined and no serious criticism has been found.

Innovation and reform movements are painful periods for states. Although these processes are made with the
need, it is possible to criticize and discuss the years without considering the conditions of the period. During the
early Republican period, the press stood beside its state after all the experiences, and played an important role
in public disclosure of reforms and innovations. It was not only reflected on the pages of printed publications
and newspapers, but also the Republican era and innovations that affected humor and cartoonists (Yetim &

Akkoyunlu, 2017: 96).
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TEVHID-i TEDRISAT KANUNU VE HARF iNKILABI
DONEMIN MiZAH DERGILERINDE NASIL iSLENMISTiR?

0z

Tirkiye Cumhuriyeti Devleti, Osmanh Devleti'nden almis oldugu mirasi yenilik ve reform
hareketleri ile ileriye tasimak istemistir. Milli Miicadele doneminde yasanan sikintilar nedeniyle
yeni bir devletin kurulmasi halkta ve gorsel medyada seving doneminin yasanmasina neden
olmustur. Bu seving doneminde yapilmis olan yenilik ve reform hareketleri ylzyillardir stiregelen
toplum yapisini ve muesselerini kdkiinden degistirmistir. Egitim, hukuk, ekonomik ve glindelik
yasami etkileyen bircok inkilap hayata gegirilmistir. Dislik okuryazarlk orani dikkate alindiginda,
halkin yazil basindan ciddi sekilde etkilendigi dustinilmektedir. Degisimlerin icerisinde 6nem arz
eden, Tevhid-i Tedrisat Kanunu ve Harf inkilab’nin, mizah dergileri vasitasiyla halkin tizerindeki
etkisi arastirilmistir. Bu minvalde, Tevhid-i Tedrisat Kanunu ve Harf inkilabi ¢cercevesinde incelenen
Zimrid-i Anka ve Akbaba mizah dergilerinde, 1924-1928 yillari arasinda ki yayinlar baz alinarak
dénemin hiikiimetine karsi kayda deger elestiride bulunulmadigi gériilmektedir. Ozellikle yenilik ve
reform hareketlerine yonelik yapilan yayinlarda mizah dergi ve gazetelerinde cgizerlerin bu
inkilaplari destekleyici yayinlar yaptiklari ¢alismadan anlagiimaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Ziimriid-i Anka Dergisi, Akbaba Dergisi, Tevhid-i Tedrisat Kanunu, Harf inkilabi.
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Tarih anlatimi yazil, sézIi ve gorsel olmak Uzere li¢ ana hat Uzerine kuruludur. Yazili ve s6zlU tarih anlatimini
tamamlayan unsur ise gérsel materyallerdir (Sakin, 2011: 11). insanlar duygu ve diisiincelerini eski caglardan
itibaren anlatmak igin farkli metotlar kullanmislardir. Eski Misir, Roma, Hitit, Yunan ve diger dogu kiltlrlerinde
gizim, kabartma, heykel ve bunlara benzer tas lzeri gorsel gizimlere ulasmak miimkindir (Kayis, 2004: 4). 19. yy.
da kullanilmaya baslanan basili gérsel materyaller ¢agin ilerlemesi ile birlikte toplumlarin dikkatini ¢ceken en

onemli haber kaynaklarindan biri olmaya baslamistir.

Osmanli Devleti'nde gazete ve dergilerde karikatiir kullanimi batil tlkelerde oldugu gibi basimevlerinin kurulmasi
ile birlikte ortaya ¢ikmistir. Fotograf kullaniminin daha baglamadigi dénemlerde, bugiin karikaturist dedigimiz
cizerler, dénemin olaylarina mizah katarak olaylari halka anlatmaya ¢alismislardir (Arik, 2002: 238). El mahareti
ile kaleme alinan mizah Grand karikatiirler okuryazar kesimin azligi nedeniyle halk arasinda belli bir itibar
kazanmistir. Halk 6zellikle bu tiir yayinlar takip ederek llke icerisinde olan olaylar hakkinda bilgi edinmekte,
guncel meseleleri mizah yoluyla 6grenebilmektedir. Mizah yayinlari donem kosullarinin esnekligine gore, siyasal
ve toplumsal olaylara elestiri, alaya alma gibi ifadeler katilarak yayinlanmaya baslanmistir (Arik, 2002 :239). Mizah
ile cizilen siyasi karikatirler, okuyucuya ele alinan konuyu aktarmasinin yaninda, gildiriirken disiindirmeyi de

hedeflemistir.

Osmanli Devleti'nde karikatiir ilk olarak Tanzimat Doneminde kullanilmistir. Kanuni Esasi’nin ilanina kadar mizah
basini yayinlarina devam etse de bir sire sonra yayinlarda azalma oldugu gorilmustir. Ancak Il. Mesrutiyetin
ilanindan sonra ise mizah gazeteleri ile mizah dergilerinin sayilarinda énemli bir artis olmustur (Hinerli, 1993:
28). 30 Ekim 1918’de Mondros Ateskes Antlasmasini imzalayan Osmanlh Devleti . Diinya Savasi’nda maglup
oldugunu kabullenmis ve topraklar isgal edilmeye baslanmistir. Haliyle bu dénem sonrasinda kullanilan
karikatirler ile mizah dergilerindeki yayinlar genellikle isgal devletlerine karsi Kurtulus Savasini ve Anadolu’da
Milli Miicadele igin gaba sarf eden Ankara Hiikiimet'ini konu almistir. Bu ddénem yayin yapan gazeteler
calismalarini bir asker gibi kullanmakta, basili gorselleri ve yayinlari ise birer silah gibi kullanmislardir. Donemin
basininda isgal devletlerinden taraf olan yayinlar olsa da mizah basini milli miicadelenin halka anlatiminda 6nemli

bir sorumluluk yuklenmistir (Kaya & Acarli, 2018 :132).

Kurtulus Savasi’nin basari ile sonuglanmasi ve topraklarin diisman isgalinden kurtarilmasi ile birlikte basin
kuruluslarinin tamami basariy1 éven ve milliyetgi dislinceleri 6ne ¢ikaran yayinlar yapmaya baslamislardir. Bu
donemde mizah dergisi olarak yayin yapan 21 dergi bulunmaktaydi. Baslica dergiler sunlardir: “Karagéz (1908-
1950), Diken (1918-1919), Gulerylz (1921-1923), Aydede (1922), Ayine (1921-1923), Akbaba (1922-1977),
Zamrid-i Anka (1923-1925), Kelebek (1923-1924)” (Ceviker, 2010: 21).

23 Nisan 1920’de Tirkiye Buyik Millet Meclisi’nin agilmasi sonrasinda (Giinal, 2008: 230) Kurtulus Savasi’ndan

da basari ile ¢ikan Ankara Hikimeti, 24 Temmuz 1923 yilinda Lozan Baris Antlagsmasi’ni imzalayarak, Milli
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Miucadele’yi nihayetlendirmistir (Baykara, 2011: 164). Lozan Baris Antlasmasi’nin imzalanmasi sonrasinda isgal

gliclerinin istanbul ve diger Anadolu topraklarini terk etmesi ile birlikte iilkede yeni dénem baslamustir.

29 Ekim 1923’te Cumhuriyet’in ilani ile birlikte karikatiir ve mizah basini icin yeni bir dénem baslamistir. Ozellikle
bu dénem ile birlikte alinan yenilik kararlari, basili medyada 6nemli oranda karikatirlere ve gorsel yayinlara
yansimistir. 3 Kasim 1928 Harf inkilabi ile birlikte Arap alfabesinin terk edilmesi ve yerine Latin harflerinin
kullanilmaya baslanmasi ile yazili basin hayati icin yeni bir dénem baslamistir (Ongéren, 1998: 73). 1923-1928
yillari arasi ddnemin basin-yayin hayati igin en dnemli 6zelligi Osmanlica’nin Arap harfleriyle yazilmasidir. Ayrica
bu dénemin diger bir 6zelligi ise, Milli Micadele’nin basari ile sonuglanmasi ile birlikte halkta mutluluga basinda

ise &zglir bir ddneme neden olmasidir (Ongéren, 1998: 76).

Cumhuriyet dénemi ile birlikte gazetelerin 6nemli bir bolimu sayfalarinda karikatiirlere, gizimlere yer vermeye
devam etmistir. Erken Cumhuriyet dénemi karikattr yayinini ikiye ayirmak gerekmektedir; 1. dénem, 29 Ekim
1923 Cumhuriyetin ilanindan 3 Kasim 1928 Harf inkilabina kadar olan dénemdir. 2. dénem ise Harf inkilabindan,
21 Temmuz 1946 segimleri ile birlikte ¢ok partili hayata gegcis olarak kabul edilmektedir. Bu donem de genel
itibariyle gizerlerin karikatlir sanatini rahat bir sekilde kullandiklari ve anlatimlarini gizime doktiikleri donem

olarak kabul edilmektedir (Ceviker, 2010: 22).
AMAC

Bu calisma, Kurtulus Savasi’'ndan basari ile ¢ikan Tirkiye Cumhuriyeti’nin kurulus asamasi sayilan bu dénemde,
mizah ve karikatiir dergilerinin, Tevhid-i Tedrisat Kanunu ve Harf inkilab’na bakis agilarini arastirmayi ve

incelemeyi amaglamistir. Bu cercevede asagida yer alan alt sorulara, problemlere ¢éziimler aranmistir:

1. Mizah basininda dénemin 6zellikleri nasil yansitilmaktadir?

2. Cumhuriyet’in ilk dénemlerinde mizah vyayinlarinda, Tevhid-i Tedrisat Kanunu ve Harf inkilabi nasil
islenmistir?

3. Tevhid-i Tedrisat Kanunu ve Harf inkilabi baglaminda incelenecek olan Akbaba ve Ziimriid-ii Anka dergileri

nasil bir siyasi tutum sergilemistir?
YONTEM

Bu calismada arastirma yontemlerinden, “durum calismasi yontemi” kullaniimistir. Nitel bir arastirma yontemi
olan durum galismasi; bir veya birden fazla olayin, olgunun veya sinirli bir sistemin, derinlemesine arastirilmasina
ve betimlenmesine yonelik yapilan galismalarda kullanilmaktadir (Bliylkoéztiirk vd., 2018: 60; Karatas, 2015: 63).
Durum calismasi; veri toplama, toplanan verileri planlama, bulgulara ulasma ve bu bulgulari yorumlamayi
amaclayan sistemli bir ¢alisma desenidir (Berrak, 2012: 3). Yapilan calismada dénemin sartlari goz onlnde
bulundurularak, bazi mizah dergilerinin Tevhid-i Tedrisat Kanunu ve Harf inkilabi hakkinda yapmis olduklari
yayinlarin degerlendirilmesi ve olaylar arasinda iliskinin incelenmesi nedeniyle nitel veri analizi ydntemlerinden

“Betimsel Analiz Yontemi” kullaniimistir. Betimsel analizde amag, elde edilen verileri diizenleyip yorumlayarak
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okuyucuya sunmaktir. Bu dogrultuda elde edilen veriler diizenlenerek sistemli ve acik bir sekilde betimlenmeye
cahsilmistir. Elde edilen veriler betimlenerek yorumlanmaya cahlsilmistir. Son olarak neden-sonug iliskisi

icerisinde incelenerek sonuglara ulasilmistir (Yildirim ve Simsek, 2005: 224).

Bu calismada bir doneme ait gorsel yayinlarin dénemin gelismelerini nasil algiladiklarinin tespit edilmesi
amaglanmigtir. Bu cergevede, calisma igcin durum c¢alismasi ydontemlerinden betimsel analiz yénteminin
kullanilmasinin bu ¢alismanin yapisina uygun oldugu distntlmistir. Calisma igin gerekli dokiiman ve belgeler,
Beyazit Devlet Kitiiphanesi, islam Tarih, Sanat ve Kiltiir Arastirmalari Merkezine(IRCICA) ait Farabi dijital
kUtuphanesiile Hakki Tarik Us Koleksiyonu olarak bilinen ve dijital ortama aktarilmis bulunan gazete ve dergilerin

incelenmesi sonucunda elde edilmistir.
DONEMIN BASLICA MiZAH-KARIKATUR DERGILERI
a) Akbaba Dergisi (1922-1977)

Kurtulus Savasi’nin yapildigi donemde Turk karikatiir ve mizah dergileri agisindan Aydede ve Giileryilz dergileri
yayin hayatina devam etmekteydi. Glleryliz dergisinin kurucusu Sedat Simavi, Ankara Hikiimeti’'ni destekleyen
yayinlar yapmaktayken, Aydede dergisinde ise Refik Halid Karay istanbul Hikiimeti’'ni destekleyen yayinlar
yapmaktaydi(Tonga, 2008: 666). Kurtulus Savasi’’nin basari ile tamamlanmasindan sonra Refik Halid Karay
Ulkeden kagmis, Aydede dergisi kapanmis ve yerine “Akbaba” dergisi Yusuf Ziya Ortag tarafindan kurulmustur
(Cantek ve Goneng, 2017: 11). Tiirk karikattir ve mizah dergileri arasinda en uzun siireli yayinlanan dergi Akbaba
dergisidir. 55 yillik yayin hayatinda dergi ii¢c defa kapanmistir (Ogdii, 2011: 31) Kapanan Aydede dergisinin
neredeyse bitin yayin kadrosu Akbaba dergisinde bulusmustur. Akbaba Dergisi’'nin baslica 6nemli gizerleri
sunlardir: “Munif Fehim, Ramiz Gékge, ismail Hakki, Hasan Rahim (Us), ihap Hulusi (Gérey), Ratip Tahir Burak,
Cemal Nadir Guler” (Sakin, 2011: 71).

b) Ziimriid-U Anka Mizah Dergisi (1923-1925)

Cumhuriyet’in kurulmasindan kisa slre sonra, 11 Ocak 1923 yilinda kurulan Zimrid-G Anka mizah dergisi 23
Nisan 1925 tarihinde faaliyetlerine son vermistir (Yilmaz, 2017: 77). Cumhuriyet déneminin kurulan ilk mizah
dergisi olmasi bu dergiyi dnemli kilmistir. Pazartesi ve Persembe olmak (izere haftada iki defa gikarilan derginin
yazar kadrosunda bulunan bazi yazarlari sunlardir; “Orhan Seyfi (Orhon), Yusuf Ziya (Ortag), Peyami Safa, Selami
izzet (Sedes), A. Lutfi”. Karikatiirist kadrosunda yer alan bazi dnemli gizerler sunlardir; Ramiz (Gékge), Zeki Cemal
(Bakigelebioglu), ismail Hakki, Ahmet Miinif (Fehim), Ratip Tahir (Burak), Cevat Sakir (Kabaagagli), Hasan Fehmi
(Us), Ahmet Rifki, Cemal Nadir(Guler)“(Yilmaz, 2016: 266). Semih Lutfi Erciyas’in sahibi oldugu bu dergi
Cumbhuriyet’in ilk yillarinda yasanan yenilik ve reform hareketlerini konu edinerek, dénemin kiltirel ve toplumsal
degisimini elestirmistir. Ancak Ziimriid-i Anka dergisi yayin hayatina basladigi tarihten 2 yil 3 ay sonra, 224. sayisi
ile birlikte, Takrir-i Siikin Kanunu’nun ilanindan kisa siire sonra yayin hayatini noktalamistir(Yilmaz N. F., 2017:

77).

554



IJOESS (issn: 2146-1961) JUNE 2020

TEVHiD-i TEDRISAT KANUNU

Tirkiye Cumhuriyeti’nin kurulusunun 6zellikle ilk on yillik doneminde Osmanli Devleti’'nden devralinan mirasin
temel dinamikleri tizerinde ciddi toplumsal ve yapisal degisim yapilirken, egitim icinde reform yapilmamasi
beklenemezdi (Zengin, 2002: 81). Milli Mlicadele déneminin nihayetlenmesi ile birlikte, Tlrkiye Cumhuriyeti'nde
baglayan yenilenme hareketleri kapsaminda, Arap alfabesinden uretilen “Osmanli alfabesi”nin de yenilenmesi
fikri izmir iktisat kongresinde goriisiilmiistiir. Bu kongreden dért giin sonra, egitim ve dgretim hayatinin yeniden
ele alinmasi ile ilgili 8 Mart 1923 tarihinde “Maarif Misaki” diger adiyla “Egitim Andi” (Ertan vd., 2018: 188) ilan

edilmistir.

Cumhuriyet’in ilanindan sonra, Osmanli Devleti déneminden bu yana devam eden medrese egitiminin halkin
okur-yazarligina etkisinin az oldugu disincesi ve egitim sisteminin ikilikler icermesi Gzerine egitim alaninda
reform yapilmak istenmistir. Ayrica yabanci okullarin denetlenmemesi nedeniyle egitim faaliyetinde bulunan
batin kurumlarin tek c¢ati altinda toplanmasi istenmistir (Ertan vd., 2018: 188). Cumhuriyet donemine uygun
egitim yapisinin saglanmasi (Ari, 2002: 185) adina, Blyik Millet Meclisi’'nin 1 Mart 1924 tarihinde yapilan ikinci
oturum agilisinda (Kocatlrk, 2000: 409) gorismeler yapilmistir. Bu gorismelerde Tevhid-i Tedrisat Kanunu

haricinde konularda goristlmastir.

Gazi Mustafa Kemal’in 1 Mart tarihinde oturumda yaptigi acilis konusmasinda, li¢ ana baslik tizerinde durmus ve

bu basliklari Nutuk adli eserinde asagidaki sekilde ifade etmistir:

4, “Millet, Cumbhuriyetin bitin saldirilardan kesin ve ebedi olarak korunmasini
istemektedir. Milletin istegi, Cumhuriyet’in denenmis ve olumlu sonuglari gorilmis olan bitln
esaslara bir an 6nce ve tam olarak dayandirilmasi seklinde ifade edilebilir.”

5. “Millet kamuoyunda tespit edilen egitim ve 6gretimin birlestirilmesi ilkesinin bir an 6nce
uygulanmasini gerekli goériyoruz”

6. “Muslimanligin yuzyillardan beri yapilageldigi Gzere bir siyaset vasitasi olarak
kullanilmaktan kurtarilmasinin  ve yiceltilmesinin sart oldugu gercegini de gormis

bulunuyoruz”(Ataturk, 2009: 574).

Bir giin sonra, 2 Mart 1924 tarihinde Halk Partisinin grup toplantisinda Gazi Mustafa Kemal’in 6nerdigi bu basliklar
goristlmas ve parti milletvekilleri tarafindan bir giin sonra 3 Mart 1924'te Meclise (Ari, 2002: 187) sunulmustur.

Meclis baskanhgina sunulan li¢ 6nerge Nutuk adli eserde ifade edildigi gibi su sekildedir:

4, “Osmanli hanedan ailesinin siirgiin edilmesi ve Halifeligin kaldiriimasi konusunda, Urfa
Mebusu Seyh Saffet Efendi ve elli milletvekilinin kanun teklifi.”
5. “Donemin Genelkurmay Baskanhgi gérevini yapmakta olan Erkan-1 Harbiye Vekaleti ile

dénemin Diyanet isleri Baskanligi ve Vakiflar Miidiirliigii gérevini yapmakta olan Ser-iye ve Evkaf

555



IJOESS (issn: 2146-1961) JUNE 2020

Vekaleti’'nin kaldiriimasi ile ilgili Siirt milletvekili Halil Hulki Efendi ve elli milletvekilinin kanun
teklifi.”
6. “Manisa milletvekili Vasif Bey ve elli arkadasinin, egitim ve 6gretimin birlestirilmesi ve

tek gati altinda toplanmasi konusu ile ilgili kanun teklifi” (Atatlrk, 2009: 574).

Bazi milletvekilleri itiraz etse de kabul edilen bu maddeler ile birlikte Tevhid-i Tedrisat Kanunu da kabul edilerek,
Ulke icerisinde bulunan bitin egitim faaliyeti yuriten kurumlar Maarif Vekaletine (Ertan vd., 2018: 188)
baglanmistir. 22 Mart 1926 tarihinde Meclis’'te kabul edilen Maarif Teskilati Hakkinda Kanun (Kocatirk, 2000:
452) ile Tevhid-i Tedrisat Kanununa eklemeler yapilmis ve devletin izni olmadan okul agilmasi 6nlenmistir (Ertan

vd., 2018: 188).
HARF iNKILABI

Tirkler islamiyeti kabul etmeden dnce Goktiirk ve Uygur alfabelerini kullaniyorlarken islamiyet ile birlikte Arap
Alfabesini kullanmaya baslamislardir (Avci, 2013: 44). Osmanli Devleti zamaninda da kullanimina devam edilen
Arap harfleri Cumhuriyet’in ilani ile birlikte tartismalari da beraberinde getirmistir. Bazi kaynaklarda Harf inkilabi
ile ilgili yenilik diisiincesinin Tanzimat Fermani’na (Acar, 2012: 22) kadar dayandigi belirtiimektedir. Gazi Mustafa
Kemal, Birinci Dlinya Savasi’nin sona ermesinin hemen ardindan Kurtulus Savasi éncesinde Erzurum Kongresi
esnasinda, yol arkadaslarindan olan Mazhar Mifit Kansu’ya Latin Harfleri konusunu not ettirdigi (Ertan vd., 2018:

189) kesin olmamakla birlikte bazi yayinlarda ifade edilmektedir.

Gazi Mustafa Kemal, Kurtulus Savasi'nin sona ermesiyle birlikte baslatmis oldugu yenilik hareketlerinde, harf
devrimi konusunu da dillendirmis ve toplumun tepkisini merak etmis, tartismalari yakindan izlemistir (inan, 2018:
183). Cumhuriyet déneminde harf inkilabi adina yapilan ilk calismalar izmir iktisad Kongresi'ne dayanmaktadir.
Bu kongrede yapilan gorismeler de sert tartismalar olmus ancak sonunda kongre baskani Kazim Karabekir
Pasa’nin (Turan, 2018: 388) kabul etmemesiyle Latin harflerine gegis talebi kabul edilmemistir. 24 Subat 1924
yilinda izmir milletvekili Siikrii Saracoglu Arap alfabesinin kaldiriimasini teklif etse de mecliste ¢ikan tartismalar
sonucunda tekrar kabul edilmemistir. Mustafa Kemal bu konunun halk arasinda kabul gérmedigini (Turan, 2018:

388) dustinerek bu donemde gikariimasi taraftari olmamistir.

Harf Devrimi acisindan ilk tesebbislerin ardinda gecgen silre sonrasinda, ilk adim 20 Mayis 1928 yilinda
uluslararasi rakamlarin kullanimina baslanmasi(Kocatirk, 2000: 478) ile atilmis oldu. Bu tarihten yalnizca (g giin
sonra ise Cumhurbaskani Mustafa Kemal'in talimati ile Milli Egitim Bakanligi biinyesinde “Dil Komisyonu”
kurulmasina (Turan, 2018: 388) karar verilmistir. U¢ ay siiren bu komisyonun calismalarina bazi zamanlarda

Cumhurbaskani da istirak etmistir (inan, 2018: 183).

Yapilan ¢alismalar sonunda, 1 Kasim 1928 yilinda Cumhurbaskani Gazi Mustafa Kemal Tirkiye Blylik Millet
Meclisi’nin agilisinda, yeni Latin alfabesinin kabuliiniin Gnemine binaen konusma (Ertan vd., 2018: 190) yapti. Bu

konusmanin akabinde Dil Komisyonunun hazirlamis oldugu kanun teklifi kabul edildi. 3 Kasim 1928’de kanun
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yirirlige girerek resmi gazetede yayinlandi (inan, 2018: 185). Bdylece Tiirklerin islam dinini kabuliinden bu yana

kullanmakta oldugu Arap harfleri birakilarak Latin harflerine gegilmistir.

TEVHID-i TEDRISAT KANUNU VE HARF iNKILABI iLE iLGiLi BAZI KARIKATURLER

Karikatir-1 (Tahir, 1924)

Karikaturiin Cevirisi

Ust yazi: Necat(kurtulus) zamani.

Dordiinci engelden itibaren sirasiyla: Saltanat, Hanedan ve Taassub(bagnazlik).

Alt yazi: Son hamle.
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Karikatiir-2 (Gokge, 1924)

Karikaturiin Cevirisi

Alt yazi: Tecdid(yenilenme) firtinasi memlekette ki kohne muesseseleri kokiinden yikti.

Karikatiir 1 ve 2 hakkinda

Karikatlir 1 gizeri Ratib Tahir, Cumhuriyet’in kurulmasi sonrasinda yapilan yeniliklerden bazilarini engel olarak
cizerek, Mustafa Kemal’in her atladig1 engel sonrasinda yarisi basariyla tamamlayacagini ifade etmeye ¢alismistir.
Son hamlesi ise taassub yani bagnazliktir. Karikatir 2'de ise ¢izer Mustafa Kemal'in agzindan bir firtina
resmederek yenilik hareketlerini betimlemistir. Firtinanin igerisinde yikik medrese ve sarikl clibbeli hocalar yer
almaktadir. Firtinanin igerisinde Osmanlica olarak seriat, saltanat ve medrese yazilmis. Gazi Mustafa Kemal
sayesinde firtinanin bu miesseseleri hortum gibi ¢ektigi resmedilmistir. 3 Mart 1924 tarihinde Meclise sunulan
ve kabul edilen maddeler; Osmanh Hanedan ailesinin siirgiin edilmesi ve hilafetin kaldirilmasi, Erkan-1 Harbiye
Vekaleti ile Ser-iye ve Evkaf Vekaleti'nin kaldiriimasi ve egitim 6gretimin tek cati altinda toplanmasidir. Bu
kanunlardan sonra yayinlanan iki karikatlirde herhangi bir elestiri icermemekte olup yapilan yeniliklerin yaninda

olundugu ve hikiimete destek verildigi goriilmektedir.
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Karikatir-3 (Tahir, 1924)

Karikaturiin Cevirisi

Ust yazi: Geng Cumhuriyet ve Ham Fikirler

Cocugun elindeki elmada: Latin Harfleri

Armutta: Kadinlarin Mebuslugu

Alt yazi: Cocuga olmamis meyve verilir mi?

Karikatiir-3 Hakkinda

Dénemin mizah yayinlariincelendiginde en elestirel yayinlarin, harf inkilabi ile kadinlarin milletvekilligi meseleleri
Gzerine oldugu gorialmektedir. Gazi Mustafa Kemal bu inkilaplarin halk tarafindan tartisilmasini saglamis ve bu
yonde yapilan ¢alismalar ile kamuoyunu hazirlamistir. Bu dénemde bu Harf inkilabina halkin ve basinin kabulinin
s6z konusu olmadigini fark etmistir(Turan, 2018: 387). Karikatir 3 ‘te cizildigi gibi, cocugun elindeki elmanin
Uzerinde ‘latin harfleri’ ve armutun (zerinde ‘kadinlarin mebuslugu’ yazilmistir. 20 Mart 1924'te gizilen bu
karikatirde, “Cocuga olmamis meyve verilir mi?” sorusundan da anlasiimaktadir ki, Turkiye halki ve

karikaturistler bu iki reformun daha olgunlasmamis oldugunu disiinmektedirler.
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Karikatiir-4 (Gokge, 1926)

Karikatiiriin Cevirisi

Latin Harfleri: Dikkat et tekmeyi yiyeceksin!

Arap Harfleri: Bunu yapmak beni okumak kadar zor!...
Karikatiir-4 Hakkinda

Latin harfleri ile Arap harflerini birbiri ile boks maginda ¢izen Ramiz Gokee, Arap harflerini okumanin zorlugunu
halka gostermeye galismaktadir. Bu karikatlir daha Harf inkilabinin kabul edilmedigi zamanlarda yayinlanmistir.
Karikatliriin en dikkat ¢eken yani ise Latin harflerinin ve Arap Harflerinin arkasinda bulunan insan kalabaligidir.
Latin harflerinin arkasinda 2 kisi dururken, Arap harflerinin arkasinda ¢okga insan gizilmistir. Bu gérselden 1926
yilinda halk tarafindan Latin harflerinin tam olarak benimsenmedigi ve Harf inkilabinin kabul gérmedigi izlenimi
verilmektedir. Akbaba dergisi ve karikatir cizeri Ramiz Gokce halka Arap harflerini okumanin zorlugunu

gostermeye calismakta olup, derginin yayinlarinin Harf inkilabindan taraf tutumu net bir sekilde goriilmektedir.
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Karikatiir-5 (Gokce, 1928)

Karikatiriin Cevirisi

Ust yazi: 31 Agustos Zafer Bayramini tasvir ederken.

Karikatiir-6 (Gokce, 1928)

Karikatiiriin Cevirisi

Ust Yazi: Tuirk Milletinin basmuallimi Gazi hazretleriyle kiymetli muavini ismet pasa, evlatlarinin saini gérmek igin

koy koy dolasiyorlar...

Alt Yazi: Aferin yavrularim... Eski Tembelliklerin acisini galismakla gikariniz.
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Karikatiir-7 (Gokge, 1928)

Karikatiriin Cevirisi

Ust yazi: Bes yasina giren “Cumhuriyet” Biiyiik Gaziden Feyz alip okuyor.

Karikatiir-5, 6 ve 7 Hakkinda

Karikatlir 5'te, Gazi Mustafa Kemal eski Arap harflerinin Uzerine basarak sag elinde kalem tutmaktadir.
Karikatliriin arka tarafindan dogan glineste yeni Turk harfleri yazmaktadir. Kurtulus Savasi sonrasi kutlanan 31
Agustos Zafer Bayrami, Arap harflerinin birakilarak Latin harflerinin kabul edilmesi bir zafer gibi gdsterilmektedir.

Bu karikatiir de Latin harflerinin kabulli diisman isgalinden kurtarilmis Cumhuriyet gibi gdsterilmektedir.

Karikatlir 6 ve 7’de ise Latin harflerine gecisin dnemini géstermesi bakimindan Cumhurbaskani ve Bagsbakan tlke

genelinde bazi okullarda 6grencilere Latin harflerinin egitim verilerek gosterilmektedir.
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Karikatiir-8 (Gokge, 1928)

Karikatiriin Cevirisi

Ust yazi: Mevsim diisiinceleri.

Dil Enclimeni karikatiirlinlin alt yazisi:

(Arapga Cim ve Sin harfleri) ve (Elif ve fe Harfleri) Beyler:

-“Acaba bu defa mebus olacak miyiz?”

Millet Meclisi karikattrinan alt yazisi:

(Arapga Sin harfi) ve (Arapga Cim harfi) Beyler:

-“Acaba bu sefer vekil olacak miyiz?”

ilk Mektep karikatiriiniin alt yazisi:

Ag cocuklar: “Acaba bu sene ekmek bulacak miyiz?”

Kémiirci karikatirindn alt yazisi:

Komuirciler: “Acaba bu kis zengin olacak miyiz?”
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Karikatiir-9 (Gokce, 1928)

Karikatiiriin Cevirisi

Ust yazi: Ankara Biiyiik Millet Meclisi bugiin aciliyor.

Alt yazi: Mebuslar — “Gezdik, tozduk, haydi bakalim, simdi is basina!”
Karikatiir-8 ve 9 Hakkinda

8 numaral karikatiirde harf inkilabinin etkiledigi bazi kesimler bulunmakta olup bu kesimler toplumun halini
gozler online sermektedir. Harf inkilabinin bir nevi 6ncilisi sayilan Dil Encimenindeki kisiler inkilap sonrasi
milletvekilligi beklemektedir. Millet meclisinde bulunan milletvekilleri ise harf inkilabinin basariyla Meclisten
gecirilmesi ile birlikte tekrar milletvekilligi beklemektedirler. Asil 6nemli olan ise, okullarda egitim goren
ogrencilerin “ekmek bulabilecek miyiz” s6zi ile komurcilerin “zengin olabilecek miyiz” disinceleridir. Karikatiir
cizeri Ramiz Gokge, harf inkilabini yapanlarin mevki pesinde bulunmalarini yermis, halkin agliktan kurtulma ve

para kazanma istegini konu edinmistir.

9 numarah karikatlirde, kiglikte olsa bir hiciv s6z konusudur. Clnkii Millet Meclisi agilirken bitin
milletvekillerinin tek diisiincesi vardir, “Harf inkilabi”. Ancak halkin asil beklentisi mali konular oldugu Akbaba

Dergisinin bu sayisinda goriilmektedir.
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Karikatiir-10 (Karikatlr, 1928) Karikatiir-11 (Gokge, 1928)

Karikatiir-10 ve 11 Hakkinda

10 ve 11 numarali karikatiirlerin 6zelligi Latin harfleriyle yazilmasidir. 3 Kasim 1928 yilinda yiiriirliige giren (inan,
2018, s. 185) Latin harfleri ile gazete ve dergilerin yayinlarina basladig goriilmektedir. 10 numarali karikatlrde
daha Kasim ayinda olunmasina ragmen memurlarin sinava tabii tutuldugu karikatirde gorilmektedir. 11
numaral karikatiirde ise zincirle baglanmis kisi zincirlerinden kurtulmaktadir. Buradaki zincir Arap harfleridir.
Karikatliriin altinda ise halas yani bitti yazmaktadir. Bu karikatir ile Akbaba’nin Latin harfleri konusundaki bakisi

net olarak gorilmektedir.
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Karikatiir-12 (Gorey, 1928)

Karikaturiin Cevirisi
Ust yazi: Odun Yerinel...
Alt yazi: “Demek kisinda kdskte kalacaksiniz. lyi ama o karda, kiyamette nasil barinacaksiniz, lisimez misiniz?”

“Aa, nicin tUslyelim, babamin kiitiphanesi Arap harfleriyle yazilmis koca koca kitaplarla dolu... Onlari yakar yakar

1”7

I1SINIrz

Karikatiir-12 Hakkinda

Bu karikatird kullanilmasinin nedeni karikatiiriin alt yazisinda bulunan konusmalardir. Arap harflerini birakip
Latin harflerine gecis o kadar hizll benimsenmis ki Arap harfleriyle yazilmis kitaplarin 6nemi disiinilmeden
sadece 1sinmak igin bile yakilmasi diisiiniilmektedir. Karikatiir cizeri ihap Hulusi bu karikatiirle dénemin bir kesim

halkinin Arap harflerine bakis agisini net bir sekilde bizlere géstermektedir.
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SONUC

Karikatlrler yasanilan donemin mizah ile birlikte elestirel kimliklerini ortaya koyan énemli argiimanlardir.
GUnUmiz siyasi ve sosyal hayatinin aksakliklarini konu edinerek halka yayinlarda bulunan bu basili yayin
organlarinin incelenmesi, bir nevi dénemin rontgenini gekmek demektir. Mizah ve karikatlr dergilerinin Erken
Cumbhuriyet déneminde edindigi misyon, donemin hikimetinin ve halkinin zihinsel yapisini ortaya koymasi
bakimindan oldukga 6nemlidir. Kurtulus Savasi’nin basari ile bitmesi sonrasinda iktidara gelen hiikiimetin, kokten
degisim fikri ile yenilik ve reformlara yénelecek olmasi, her sartta yaninda bulunan Milli iradenin onayi ile
mumkun olabilirdi. 1.Dunya Savasi ve Kurtulug Savagsi’ni yasamis yorgun halkin yiizyillardir alisilagelmis diizeninde

yasanacak degisimlere karsi takinacaklari tavir yeni kurulacak devletin 6niinde ciddi bir engel olabilirdi.

Birinci Diinya Savasi sonunda savasin kaybedilmesi ve itilaf Devletlerinin Anadolu’yu isgali ile birlikte, Osmanli
toplumunda hiiziinli ve umutsuz bir ddnem baslamistir. Uzun ve mesakkatli yolun baslangici olan 19 Mayis 1919
tarihinde Milli Miicadele’nin ilk adimlarinin atilmasi ile birlikte halkta itilaf Devletlerinin isgalinden kurtulma
Umidi yeniden yesermistir. Bu ortamda Anadolu’nun her yerine haberin ulasmasi ve halkin bilinglendirilmesi,
doénemin neredeyse tek haber kaynagi olan basili yayinlar vasitasiyla yapilabilmekteydi. Halkin Gzerindeki etkisi
disinildiginde basili yayinlarin dnemi biyiktlr. Ayni sekilde donemin okuryazarliginin diisiik seviyede oldugu
iddialari da distnaldaginde, basili yayinlarda ki gorsellerin 6nemi daha da artmaktadir. Bu nedenle karikatlr

yazar ve gizerlerine biyik sorumluluk dismekteydi.

Milli Mucadele’nin basari ile sonuglanmasi ile birlikte Glke genelinde ciddi yenilik ve reform hareketlerine
baslanmistir. Egitim, hukuk, ekonomik ve giindelik yasami etkileyen bircok inkilap hayata gecirilmistir. Dsuk
okuryazarlik orani dikkate alindiginda, halkin yazili basindan ciddi sekilde etkilendigi distiniilmektedir. Bu
cercevede makalenin konusu olan Tevhid-i Tedrisat Kanunu ve Harf inkilab’nin dénemin mizah dergi ve
gazetelerinde nasil islendigi arastirilmis ve bu ¢ercevede Zumriid-G Anka ve Akbaba dergileri incelenmistir.
Giunimiizde hala halk arasinda veya siyasi mecraalarda tartismalara neden olan bazi inkilaplarin, Erken
Cumhuriyet donemi kamuoyunda nasil bir etki yarattigini mizah ve karikatiir dergileri vasitasiyla 6grenmemiz
miimkiindiir. Cumhuriyet déneminin &nemli inkilaplarindan olan Tevhid-i Tedrisat Kanunu ve Harf inkilabi, halk
Uzerinde uzun sire kamuoyu olusturulmaya calisiimis birer yeniliktir. Bizzat Gazi Mustafa Kemal’'in daha
olgunlasma déneminde olan inkilaplari, halk ile birlikte bulundugu her ortamda onlara sordugu ve halkin nabzini
tuttugu bilinmektedir. Turkiye Cumhuriyeti'nin kuruldugu ilk yillarda, halkin birlikteliginin saglanmadigi her

konunun Milli iradenin birlikteligini zedeleyecegi diisiinilmektedir.

Tevhid-i Tedrisat Kanunu ve Harf inkilabi cercevesinde Ziimriid-ii Anka ve Akbaba mizah dergilerinde dénemin
hikiimetine karsi kayda deger elestiride bulunulmadigi gériilmektedir(Cantek ve Géneng, 2017: 13). Bu durumun
iki nedeni vardir; birincisi, halkin ve basinin itilaf devletlerine ve istanbul Hiikiimetine karsi Ankara hiikiimetini
desteklemesidir. ikinci neden ise Milli Miicadelenin basari ile sonuclanmasiyla birlikte halkta ve basinda seving
dénemi vyasaniyor olmasidir. Akbaba gazetesi donemin mizah dergileri arasinda amiral gemisi olarak

goriilmektedir. Akbaba dergisi nezdinde konular incelendiginde, Tevhid-i Tedrisat Kanunu ve Harf inkilabi’na ciddi
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bir hiciv veya elestiri yoneltilmedigi goriilmektedir. Bu durumun ana nedeni Akbaba dergisinin yayin hayati
boyunca siyasi iktidarla yakin iliski icerisinde olmasidir. Bu yakinlik ile birlikte hilkimete karsi muhalif olanlari

elestirmesi dogrultusunda maddi tesvik aldigi dahi iddia edilmistir (Cantek ve Géneng, 2017: 12).

Zimrid-i Anka dergisinin ise 2 yil siiren yayin hayati stiresince yapmis oldugu yayinlar incelendiginde, Tevhid-i
Tedrisat Kanunu ve Harf inkilabi hakkinda bilgi ve karikatiir bulmak zordur. Dergide, Tevhid-i Tedrisat kanunu
hakkinda 1. karikatlirde konu edinilen yayini gérmekteyiz. Bu karikatlirde herhangi bir elestirinin s6z konusu
olmadigi gorilmektedir. Ancak 3. Karikatiirde yukarida da bahsettigimiz tzere kiiciik cocugun elinde elma ve
armut vardir. Elmada “Latin harfleri” armutta ise “Kadinlarin mebuslugu” yazmaktadir. Ust baglikta ise “Geng
Cumhuriyet ve Ham Fikirler” yazmaktadir. Bu karikatirde Zimrid-U Anka gazetesi cizeri Ratib Tahir, Latin
harflerinin kabulinin yeni ve ham oldugu distincesine sahiptir. Bu karikatir de ise kiiguk bir elestiri olsa da diger
yoniyle daha olgunlasmamis bir meyvenin yani “Latin Harfi ile Kadinlarin Mebuslugu” gibi inkilaplarin

olgunlasmasi istenmektedir.

Guniimiizde hala tartisma konusu olan inkilaplar arasinda, Tevhid-i Tedrisat Kanunu ve Harf inkilabi secilerek
dénemin karikatur gizerlerinin ve basili yayin yapan kurumlarin Cumhuriyet’in baslangi¢c donemlerinde yapilan
inkilaplara karsi herhangi bir elestirilerinin bulunup-bulunmadigi konusu islenmeye caligilmistir. Glinimuzde
elestirilerin ve hicivlerin kaynagi olarak gorilen karikatiirler, okur-yazar oraninin az oldugu iddia edilen bir
donemde basili yayinlarin halkin Gzerindeki etkisi dikkate alinarak Ziimriid-U Anka ve Akbaba dergileri incelenmis

ve kayda deger ciddi bir elestiriye rastlanmamistir.

Yenilik ve reform hareketleri devletler icin sancili gegebilecek donemlerdir. Bu siirecler ihtiya¢ duyularak
yapilmasina ragmen, donemin sartlari dislinilmeden yillar sonrasinda elestirilmesi, tartisiimasi mimkanddar.
Erken Cumhuriyet doneminde basin, yasanilan onca badirenin ardindan devletinin yaninda durmus, yapilan
reform ve yeniliklerin halka anlatiminda énemli bir gorev Gstlenmistir. Yapilan yenilik ve reformlara karsi olumlu
tavir sadece basili yayin ve gazetelerin sayfalarina yansimamis, ayni zamanda mizah ve karikatir cizerlerini de

etkilemistir (Yetim & Akkoyunlu, 2017: 96).
ETIK

Bu makalede dergi yazim kurallarina, yayin ilkelerine, arastirma ve yayin etigi kurallarina, dergi etik kurallarina

uyulmustur. Makale ile ilgili dogabilecek her tirli ihlallerde sorumluluk bana aittir.
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