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ABSTRACT

Social networks have been diversifying day by day and each individual prefers a social network
according to his/ her purpose of use. In this study, it has been aimed to examine the purposes of
secondary school students to use social networks. In order to determine the students’ purposes
of using social networks, ‘Purposes of Social Network Usage Scale’ that was developed by Kogak-
Usluel, Demir and Cinar (2014) has been applied on 1097 students in the spring semester of
2015-2016 academic year who are studying in the 5, 6, 7 and 8. grades of a public school in the
center of Kirsehir. As a result of the research, it has been seen that secondary school students use
social networks mostly for the purpose of doing assignments and the following purposes are
social media and playing games. In addition, when the dimensions included in the scale have
been considered, it has been seen that the dimensions of research, cooperation, establishing
communication, maintaining communication, content sharing and entertainment are at a
medium level.
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INTRODUCTION

Nowadays, the internet has become an environment which develops in the process of time, where all member
meet and activities are shared (Kossinets and Watts, 2006; Kempe, Kleinberg and Tardos, 2003). The fact that
social networks are user-based is important in terms of bringing people together in a social network
environment and increasing interaction (Akinci-Vural and Bat, 2010). The ease of use and access to social
networks has rapidly changed the social agenda and trends in a variety of areas from environment and politics
to technology and entertainment (Asur and Huberman, 2010). Social media comprises a wide range of online
environments including blogs, chat rooms, discussion boards, e-mail, moblogs (sites containing digital audio,

images, movies, or photographs), and social networking websites (Mangold and Faulds, 2009).

The easy usage and access aspect of the social networks have changed the tendencies and agenda of the
society from environment and politics to technology and entertainment sector rapidly. The social network
sector has been changing the existed habits day by day and bringing new social network tools along. Facebook
has changed into an extensive agenda where many things related to life, YouTube has changed into a broadcast
network where the users can get involved, blogs have turned into the personal columns of new and popular
writers and Twitter has changed into a news agency where the last minute developments can be followed
(Bostanci, 2016). Social network reflects numerous ideas, news and criticisms frequently published and
discussed by lots of participants on social sites such as Facebook, Digg and Twitter (Romero, Galuba, Asur and
Huberman, 2011). Social networks offer interesting platforms for collecting all ideas, content and data (Smith,

2009).

Everyone has different goals in using social networks. According to Kaplan and Haenlein (2010), there are 5
points about social network use: choosing carefully, picking the application, ensuring activity alignment, media
plan integration, and access for all. The realization of any goal depends on choosing the right environment. One
must sort through different applications and social networking environments and decide which one to reckon

upon.

According to Dabbagh and Kitsantas (2012), students' personal learning environments implicate a leading
pedagogical approach that combines formal and informal learning using social networking. The relationship
between users of social networking site often reflects a mix of friendly or intransigent interactions (Leskovec,
Huttenlocher and Kleinberg, 2010). Each individual has different purposes for using social networks. The
primary benefit of the social networks is being practical and entertaining (Lin and Lu, 2011). Students use social
networks for socializing and organizing activities for out-of-class purposes, educators use them in class for
different purposes and students use them to support the lectures (Hrastinski and Dennen, 2012). Social
network users try to find friends to send content they find attractive. They conduct information searches
through search engines provided by social networks (Han and Lee, 2016). Many studies investigating social
media tools such as MySpace, Facebook and Twitter as an innovation in education see the social network as a

trend (Mao, 2014). As social networks are indispensable for adolescents, it has been though that social
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networks also have an impact on the field of education (Ocak, Gékgearslan, Solmaz, Ozcan and Bayir, 2015).
Social networks have been used by the secondary school students both for the formal learning and non-formal

learning purposes (Alkan and Bardakgl, 2017).

In addition to these situations, using social networks pose a great risk for adolescents. These risks are;
inappropriate contents, online privacy issues, external influence of the third party advertisement groups and
one-to-one interaction (O'Keeffe and Clarke-Pearson, 2011). In friendships on social networks, many users have
problems about privacy (Ross, Orr, Sisic, Arseneault, Simmering and Orr, 2009). Willard (2017) notes that
young people do not make good choices from social networks and that parents do not pay attention to this
situation. Social networks bring problems about privacy in our daily lives.William states that adolescents cannot
make a good choice in terms of social networks and parents do not pay attention to this situation. Social
networks bring the privacy-related concerns along in our daily lives. However, this situation has not reduced
the use of social networks and the tendency towards the social networks. Students spend most of the time on

the internet by using social networks (Akinci-Vural and Bat, 2010).

When the studies conducted on the social network usage purposes, it has been seen that in a study carried out
with 800 adolescents in the age range of 12-17 and 2253 adults over 18, %93 of the adolescents and %74 of the
adults are internet users %63 of the adolescents and %68 of the adults become online every day and %73
percent of the adolescents and %47 of the adults use social network sites (Lenhart, Purcell, Smith, and Zickuhr,
2010). In another study, teenagers (12-17 years) and young adults (18-32) used internet to communicate with
their families and friends as well as to entertain, while young adults used internet mainly to download music,

play online games and watch online videos (Jones and Fox, 2009).

The results of the research conducted by the Princeton Survey Research Associates International show that,
among 1802 internet users above 18 years of age, young adults are more social media users than the other age
groups and they use Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Pinterest and Tumblr in particular (Duggan and Brenner,
2013). Students often use social networks to connect with their friends. Their secondary and tertiary purposes
of use are to communicate with teachers about the course topics via social network sites and to communicate

with their classmates for the same purpose (Togay, Akdur, Yetisken and Bilici, 2013).

Facebook and YouTube are the most visited sites by students of higher education in terms of personal use and
to support their professional careers (Moran, Seaman and Tinti-Kane, 2011). A survey with 182 students using
Facebook concludes that students use social networks for social relations (Cheung, Chiu and Lee, 2011). Kaya
and Bicen (2016) studied the effects of social media on student behaviour. 362 high school students using
Facebook expressed that they use social media to communicate, to entertain, as well as to share news, pictures
and songs. The students said they were aware that what they share on Facebook is not for everyone and that
their social identities need to be protected. In a study by Kogak-Usluel (2016) on university students, the
researchers investigated how the students’ overall social network uses are related, either positively or

negatively, with social sharing. The students expressed that social networks have had a positive effect on their
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lives and that the consequences of negative effects are security factors. According to DeAndrea, Ellison,
LaRose, Steinfield and Fiore (2012), students who have just started university will be more connected with each
other and increase their future success at school through social media. Alwagait, Shahzad and Alim (2015)
found that social media is used mostly for communication in Saudi Arabia and Facebook and Twitter are used in
49% of social media environments. 81% of Americans over 18 are internet users, 52% use two or more social
media, and 56% of those over 65 use Facebook according to the study by Duggan, Ellison, Lampe, Lenhart and
Madden (2015) who surveyed the Americans using internet between 2012 and 2014.Through the findings
acquired from 166 students who filled an online form on use of social networks in education, a point of view
has been gained in respect to the benefits and problems related to the use of social media in education (Mao,

2014).

When the literature has been reviewed, the studies towards the purposes of using social networks have
generally been conducted on adults and with university students; it can be seen that studies carried out with
secondary school students are limited. With this study, it has been aimed to examine the purposes of using
social networks by the students from all grade levels in a public secondary school to use. Based on this

objective, answers have been sought for the questions given below.

1. What is the purpose of secondary school students to use social networks?
2. What is the level of purposes of secondary school students to use social networks according to the
dimensions of:
a. research
b. cooperation,
c. initiating communication,
d. establishing communication,
e. maintaining communication,
d. content sharing and

f. entertainment
METHOD

The study group consists of 1097 secondary school students who receive education in the grade levels 5, 6, 7
and 8, in a public secondary school located in the center of Kirsehir. In the study, general survey model has
been used in terms of determining the purposes of using social networks. General survey model is the process
of browsing conducted on a group or sample that represent numerous units included in a universe (Karasar,

2005).

The existed situation has tried to be described as it is. For the study data, a personal information form and the
‘Purposes of Social Network Usage Scale’ that was developed by Usluel et al. (2014) have been applied. The

scale consists of 7 factors and 26 items. The data collection tool that has been developed in the scope of the
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study has been designed in 7 points Likert Scale. To exemplify, the alpha reliability coefficient has been

calculated as .92. The data obtained in the research has been analyzed by using SPSS package program.
FINDINGS (RESULTS)

Findings about Secondary School Students' Purposes of Using Social Networks

The findings on secondary school students' purposes of using social networks are presented in Table 1.

Table 1. Purposes of Using Social Networks by Secondary School Students

Purpose f %
Play 34 3.1
Social Media 133 12.1
Homework 171 15.6
Play - Social Media 69 6.3
Play — Homework 131 11.9
Social Media — Homework 197 18.0
Play - Sosyal Medya - Homework 362 33.0
Total 1097 100.0

As seen in Table 1, 33% of secondary school students use social networks for the purposes of playing, social
media and doing homework. We can see that 3.1% of secondary school students use social networks to play, at

the lowest level, and 15.6% for homework, at the highest level.

Findings about Research Dimension of Secondary School Students' Purposes of Using Social Networks

The findings about the research dimension of secondary school students' purposes of using social networks are

presented in Table 2.

Table 2. Research Dimension of Secondary School Students' Purposes of Using Social Networks

N Min Max )? SS
Research 1097 1 7 4.62 1.57

Upon analysing Table 2, we can say that the research dimension of the secondary school students’ purpose of

using social networks is moderate, considering their average scores of m1, m2 and m3 items on the scale.

Findings about Cooperation Dimension of Secondary School Students' Purposes of Using Social Networks

The findings about the cooperation dimension of secondary school students' purposes of using social networks

are presented in Table 3.
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Table 3. Cooperation Dimension of Secondary School Students' Purposes of Using Social Networks

N Min Max )? SS
Cooperation 1097 1 7 4.23 1.36

Upon analysing Table 3, we can say that the cooperation dimension of the secondary school students’ purpose
of using social networks is moderate, considering their average scores of m4, m5, m6, m7, m8 and m9 items on

the scale.

Findings about Initiating Communication Dimension of Secondary School Students' Purposes of Using Social

Networks

The findings about the initiating communication dimension of secondary school students' purposes of using

social networks are presented in Table 4.

Table 4. Initiating Communication Dimension of Secondary School Students' Purposes of Using Social Networks

N Min Max X SS
Initiating Communication 1097 1 7 3.63 1.77

Upon analysing Table 4, we can say that the initiating communication dimension of the secondary school
students’ purpose of using social networks is moderate, considering their average scores of m10, 11 and m12

items on the scale.

Findings about Establishing Communication Dimension of Secondary School Students' Purposes of Using

Social Networks

The findings about the establishing communication dimension of secondary school students' purposes of using

social networks are presented in Table 5.

Table 5. Establishing Communication Dimension of Secondary School Students' Purposes of Using Social

Networks
N Min Max )? SS
Establishing Communication 1097 1 7 4.63 1.99

Upon analysing Table 5, we can say that the establishing communication dimension of the secondary school
students’ purpose of using social networks is moderate, considering their average scores of m13 and m14 items

on the scale.
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Findings about Maintaining Communication Dimension of Secondary School Students' Purposes of Using

Social Networks

The findings about the maintaining communication dimension of secondary school students' purposes of using

social networks are presented in Table 6.

Table 6. Maintaining Communication Dimension of Secondary School Students' Purposes of Using Social

Networks
N Min Max )? SS
Maintaining Communication 1097 1 7 4.21 1.62

Upon analysing Table 6, we can say that the maintaining communication dimension of the secondary school
students’ purpose of using social networks is moderate, considering their average scores of m15, m16, m17

and m18 items on the scale.
Findings about Content Sharing Dimension of Secondary School Students' Purposes of Using Social Networks

The findings about the content sharing dimension of secondary school students' purposes of using social

networks are presented in Table 7.

Table 7. Content Sharing Dimension of Secondary School Students' Purposes of Using Social Networks

N Min Max )? SS
Content Sharing 1097 1 7 3.89 1.58

Upon analysing Table 7, we can say that the content sharing dimension of the secondary school students’
purpose of using social networks is moderate, considering their average scores of m19, m20, m21, m22 and

m23 items on the scale.
Findings about Entertainment Dimension of Secondary School Students' Purposes of Using Social Networks

The findings about the entertainment dimension of secondary school students' purposes of using social

networks are presented in Table 8.

Table 8. Entertainment Dimension of Secondary School Students' Purposes of Using Social Networks

N Min Max )? SS
Entertainment 1097 1 7 4.20 1.73
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Upon analysing Table 8, we can say that the entertainment dimension of the secondary school students’
purpose of using social networks is moderate, considering their average scores of m24, m25 ve m26 items on

the scale.
CONCLUSION and DISCUSSION

When the secondary school students’ purposes of using social media have been examined, it has been seen
that they are used mostly for assignment purposes and after that for game purposes. In addition, the number
of students who use them for all three purposes constitutes one-third of the total number. Social networks are
being used in different forms and for different purposes in order to respond the needs of the individuals. In the
study, named “The Effectiveness of Facebook as A Social Network towards Education” carried out by (Kara and
Ozgen, 2012; Filiz, Erol, Dénmez and Kurt, 2014). The underlying reason for using social media network is the
desire of individuals to be in interaction with each other (Miller, Costa, Haynes, Mcdonald, Nicolescu, Sinanan,
Spyer, Venkatraman, and Wang, 2016; Pelling and White, 2009; Ozmen, Akiiziim, Stinkiir and Baysal, 2011).
According to a study by Balaman and Karatas (2012), most of the secondary school students use social
networks to interpret the posts and to share visual content. Approximately 93% of young people aged between
12 and 17 are online to participate in an event and use social sites to track news and current events (Lauricella,
Cingel, Blackwell, Wartella, and Conway, 2014). isman and Albayrak (2014), it has been stated that students
improve themselves by forming assignment groups and collaborate with the instructor. Facebook and similar
social media environments enable secondary school students to exchange their ideas on assignments.
Facebook and similar social media environments allow secondary school students to exchange ideas about
school assignments (O'Keeffe and Clarke-Pearson, 2011). In addition to this, it has been seen that according to
the results obtained from the scale dimensions; the dimensions of secondary school studies namely research,
cooperation, initiating communication, establishing communication, maintaining communication, content
sharing and entertainment are at medium level. Wang, Chen and Liang (2011) indicated that %80 of the
students who participated to the study they conducted were in interaction with social media while doing
homework, %8 never use social media while doing homework and %25 of the participants use social media to
establish new friendships and %55 of them use it for entertainment purposes. In a study on why teenagers and
adults use social media, 80% of respondents said they use social media to seek information and for self-
education (Whiting and Williams, 2013). In another study, it has been seen that high school students use social
media for source/material sharing purposes in an educational manner and thereafter use it for cooperation and

communication (Tanriverdi and Sagir, 2014).

In the study conducted by Demir (2016), it has been seen that students that use social networks intensively
share their problems with their friends on social networks instead of their families. Furthermore, students state
that they wonder about what is happening on the social networks while they are spending time with their
families. Parents who know about the advantages and disadvantages of the social networks and improve

themselves will be helpful for their children in this aspect (Kirik, 2014). A plan should be made in the family in
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terms of using all of the media tools and families should be active in this regard. Reasonable yet certain rules
should be determined for internet and social media usage (Strasburger, Hogan, Mulligan, Ameenuddin,
Christakis, Cross and Moreno, 2013). Parents may think that online environments are a threat to their children.

Families must be equipped against those possible threats (Krcmar and Cingel, 2016).

In a study conducted by Balci and Kogak (2017), the ones with low satisfaction with life, use social network
more frequently as it is a habit. In the study conducted by Whiting and Williams (2013), %76 of the participant
stated that they use social media when they are bored and in another study %44,4 of the participants
expressed that they use social media to spend their spare time (Leftheriotis and Giannakos, 2014). It has been
thought that, parents with high education levels can control the social network usage times of their children
and alter their purposes of use in a positive direction. Children should use social media in a way to contribute
to their education rather than for meaningful purposes. In this respect, parents have great duties in terms of

supporting their children.
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Sosyal aglar giin gectikce cesitliligini artirmakta ve her birey kendi kullanim amacina gore bir
sosyal ag1 tercih etmektedir. Bu c¢alismada, ortaokul o6grencilerinin sosyal aglari kullanim
amaglarinin incelenmesi amaglanmistir. Ogrencilerin sosyal aglari kullanim amaglarini belirlemek
icin 2015-2016 6gretim yili bahar doneminde Kirsehir merkezde bir devlet ortaokulunda 5, 6, 7 ve
8. sinifta 6grenim goren toplam 1097 6grenciye kisisel bilgi formu ve Usluel, Demir ve Cinar
(2014) tarafindan gelistirilen "Sosyal Aglarin Kullanim Amagclari Olgegi" uygulanmistir. Arastirma
sonucunda ortaokul 6grencilerinin sosyal aglari en fazla 6dev amagli ve sonrasinda sosyal medya
ve oyun amach kullandiklar gérilmistiir. Ayrica 6lgekteki boyutlar dikkate alindigindaki ortaokul
ogrencilerinin arastirma, isbirligi, iletisim baslatma, iletisim kurma, iletisim slrdirme, igerik
paylasma ve eglence boyutunun orta diizeyde oldugu gorilmustdr.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Ortaokul Ogrencileri, sosyal aglar, iletisim

% Bu galismanin bir kismi, International Conference on New Horizons in Education (INTE 2016)'da sozIU bildiri olarak
sunulmustur.
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Glinimizde sosyal aglar zamanla gelisen, biitiin Gyelerin bulustugu, bilgilerin ve aktivitelerin paylasildigi bir
ortam haline gelmistir (Kossinets ve Watts, 2006; Kempe, Kleinberg ve Tardos, 2003). Sosyal aglarin kullanici
tabanli olmasi, insanlari sosyal ag ortaminda bulusturmasi ve etkilesimi arttirmasi agisindan o6nemli
gorilmektedir (Akinci-Vural ve Bat, 2010). Sosyal aglarin kullanim ve erisim kolayligi, toplumun gevre ve
politikadan, teknoloji ve eglence sektoriine kadar olan konulardaki giindemlerini ve egilimlerini hizlica
degistirmistir (Asur ve Huberman, 2010). Sosyal aglar, bloglar, sohbet ve tartisma odalari, e-posta ortamlari,
moblogs (dijital ses, goriinti, video film ya da fotograf igeren filmler) ve sosyal ag sitelerin bulundugu gevrimigi

ortamlar genis bir yelpazeyi kapsamaktadir (Mangold ve Faulds, 2009).

Sosyal ag sektori var olan aliskanliklari glin gectikce degistirmekte ve yeni sosyal ag araglarini da beraberinde
getirmektedir. Facebook hayata iliskin birgok seyin paylasildig genis bir ajandaya, youtube yayin igerigine
kullanicilarin midahil oldugu bir yayin agina, blog ortamlari popiler ve yeni yazarlarin kisisel gazete koselerine,
twitter ise tim dinyadan son dakika gelismelerin takip edilebilecegi bir haber ajansina dénismektedir
(Bostanci, 2016). Sosyal agdaki bir¢cok katimcinin facebook, digg ve twitter gibi sosyal sitelere, sik¢a yayinlanan
ve tartisilan sayisiz fikri, haberi ve elestirileri yansimaktadir (Romero, Galuba, Asur ve Huberman, 2011). Sosyal

aglar tum fikir, icerik ve verileri toplamak adina bizlere ilging platformlar sunmaktadir (Smith, 2009).

Her bireyin sosyal aglari kullanmada farkli amaglari bulunmaktadir. Kaplan ve Haenlein'a (2010) gore sosyal ag
kullaniminda 5 nokta bulunmaktadir; dikkatli secim, uygulama segimi, etkinlik uyumunun saglanmasi, medya
plani entegrasyonu ve herkes icin erisim. Herhangi bir amacin gergeklestirilmesi dogru ortamin sec¢imine
baghdir. Cesitli uygulamalardan ve farkl sosyal ag ortamlarindan hangisine gilvenilecegine karar verilmesi

gerekir.

Dabbagh ve Kitsantas'a (2012) gore 6grencilerin kisisel 6grenme ortamlari, sosyal ag kullanarak resmi ve resmi
olmayan 6grenmeyi birlestiren 6nde gelen bir pedagojik yaklasimdir. Sosyal ag site kullanicilari arasindaki iliski
genellikle dostca ya da uzlasmaz bir etkilesimin karisimini yansitmaktadir (Leskovec, Huttenlocher ve Kleinberg,
2010). Sosyal aglarin éncelikli faydasi kullanish ve zevkli olmasidir (Lin ve Lu, 2011). Ogrenciler sinif disinda
sosyallesmek ve etkinlikler diizenlemek, sinif icinde egitimciler farkli amaclar, 6grenciler ise dersleri
desteklemek icin sosyal agi kullanmislardir (Hrastinski ve Dennen, 2012). Sosyal ag kullanicilari ¢ekici bulduklari
icerikleri gondermek icin arkadas bulmaya calisirlar. Bilgi arama islemlerini sosyal ag tarafindan saglanan arama
motorlariyla yapmaktadirlar (Han ve Lee, 2016). Egitimde bir yenilik olarak MySpace, Facebook ve Twitter gibi
sosyal medya araclarini arastiran birgcok calisma sosyal agi bir egilim olarak gormektedir (Mao, 2014). Sosyal
aglar ergenler icin glinlik hayatin vazgecilmezi oldugu icin, sosyal aglarin egitim alaninda da etkisi oldugu
diistinilmektedir (Ocak, Gokgearslan, Solmaz, Ozcan ve Bayir, 2015). Sosyal aglar, ortadgretim dgrencileri
tarafindan hem resmi 0Ogrenme sirecleri icerisinde hem de resmi olmayan 6grenme amaglariyla

kullanilmaktadir (Alkan ve Bardakgli, 2017).
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Bu olumlu durumlarin yani sira sosyal aglari kullanmak ergenler igin biiylk bir risk olusturmaktadir. Bu riskler;
uygunsuz icerikler, cevrimigi mahremiyet sorunlari, Uglincl sahis reklam gruplarin disaridan etkisi ve birebir
etkilesim (O'Keeffe ve Clarke-Pearson, 2011). Sosyal ag Uzerinden gergceklesen arkadasliklarda kullanicilarin
birgogunun mahremiyet ile ilgili sikintilari bulunmaktadir (Ross, Orr, Sisic, Arseneault, Simmering ve Orr, 2009).
Willard (2017) genglerin sosyal aglardan iyi se¢im yapmadiklarini ve ebeveynlerin bu duruma dikkat
etmediklerini belirtmektedir. Sosyal aglar glnliik hayatimizda mahremiyet ile ilgili sikintilari beraberinde
getirmektedir. Buna ragmen bu durum sosyal aglari kullanmayi ve sosyal aglara olan yonelmeyi azaltmamistir.

Ogrenciler internette harcadiklari zamanin cogunu sosyal aglarda gecirmektedir (Akinci-Vural ve Bat, 2010).

Sosyal aglarin kullanim amaglarina iliskin yapilan arastirmalar incelendiginde 12-17 yas arasi 800 geng ve 18 yas
Ustli 2253 yetiskin Gzerinde yapilan bir arastirmada, genglerin %93'linlin ve yetiskinlerin %74'Unln internet
kullanicisi oldugu, genglerin %63'lnlin ve yetiskinlerin %68'sinin her giin ¢evrimigi olduklari, gevrimigi olan
genglerin %73'lniln ve yetiskinlerin de %47'sinin sosyal ag sitelerini kullandiklari gérilmistiir (Lenhart, Purcell,
Smith, ve Zickuhr, 2010). Baska bir ¢calismada genglerin (12-17 yas arasi) ve geng yetiskinlerin (18-32) interneti,
aileleri ve arkadaslariyla iletisim kurmak ve eglenmek igin, geng yetiskinlerin daha cok download miizik dinleme,

¢evrimigi oyun oynama ve gevrimici video seyretmek icin kullandiklari gérilmustir (Jones ve Fox, 2009).

Princeton Survey Research Associates International tarafindan yapilan arastirma sonuglarinda, 18 yas ve Usti
1802 internet kullanicisindan, geng yetiskinlerin diger yas gruplarina gére daha fazla sosyal medya kullanicisi
oldugu, geng yetiskinlerin 6zellikle facebook, twitter, instagram, pinterest ve tumbir ortamlarini kullandiklar
gorilmistir (Duggan ve Brenner, 2013). Ogrencilerin sosyal aglari en ¢ok arkadaslariyla baglanti kurmak igin
kullandiklari ortaya ¢ikmistir. Ogrencilerin ikinci siradaki kullanim amacinin sosyal ag siteleri {izerinden ders
konulari hakkinda 6gretim elemanlari ile haberlestikleri ve Uglinci sirada yine ayni durum icin sinif

arkadaslariyla haberlestikleri belirlenmistir (Togay, Akdur, Yetisken ve Bilici, 2013).

Facebook ve youtube, yiksek 06gretim o6grencilerinin kisisel kullanimlan ve profesyonel kariyerlerini
desteklemek amaciyla en ¢ok ziyaret ettikleri sitelerdir (Moran, Seaman ve Tinti-Kane, 2011). Facebook
kullanan 182 6grencinin sosyal aglari hangi amacla kullandiklari yoniinde yapilan arastirmada, 6grencilerin
sosyal aglari sosyal iliskiler amaciyla kullandiklari gorilmustir (Cheung, Chiu ve Lee, 2011). Kaya ve Bicen (2016)
yaptiklari calismada sosyal medyanin 6grenci davranislar tGzerindeki etkisini incelemislerdir. Facebook kullanan
362 lise O6grencisi sosyal medyayi iletisim, eglence ve haber, resim ve sarki paylasmak icin kullandiklarini ve
ayrica 6grenciler facebook paylasimlarinin herkese yonelik olmadigini ve sosyal kimliklerinin korunmasi
gerektiginin farkinda olduklarini ifade etmislerdir. Kogak-Usluel (2016) tarafindan Universite 6grencilerine
yonelik gerceklestirilen calismada Ogrencilerin sosyal aglari genel kullanimlari ve sosyal paylasimla
olumlu/olumsuz olarak nasil iliskili olduklari incelenmeye calisiimistir. Ogrenciler goriislerinde sosyal aglarin
hayatlari tzerinde olumlu yénde etki biraktiklarini ve olumsuz etkinin sonuglarinin giivenlik faktéri oldugunu
belirtmislerdir. DeAndrea, Ellison, LaRose, Steinfield ve Fiore'a (2012) gobre Universiteye yeni baslayan

ogrencilerin sosyal medya araciligiyla aralarindaki baglantilarini ve okulda gelecek basarilarini artiracagi
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belirtilmistir. Alwagait, Shahzad ve Alim (2015) yaptiklari ¢alismada Suudi Arabistan'da sosyal medyanin en ¢ok
iletisim amaciyla kullanildigi ve sosyal medya ortamlarindan en ¢ok %49 oraninda facebook ve twitter'in
kullanildigi ifade edilmistir. Duggan, Ellison, Lampe, Lenhart ve Madden'in (2015) 2012-2014 vyillari arasinda
internet kullanan Amerikall yetiskinler {izerinde yaptiklari arastirmada, 18 yasin Usttiindeki Amerikalilarin %81'i
internet kullanicisidir. %52'sinin iki ya da daha fazla sosyal medyayi kullandiklari, 65 yas Gsti kisilerin %56'sinin
facebook kullandiklari géralmustiir. Egitimde sosyal medya kullanimi hakkindaki ¢evrimici bir anketi dolduran
14-17 vyaslan arasindaki toplam 166 Ogrenciden elde edilen bulgular dogrultusunda, o6grencilerin
perspektifinden egitimde sosyal medya kullanimi ile ilgili potansiyel faydalardan ve sorunlardan bir bakis agisi

elde edilmistir (Mao, 2014).

Alanyazin incelendiginde sosyal aglarin kullanim amagclarina yénelik g¢alismalarin yetiskinler lzerinde genelde
Universite ogrencileriyle gergeklestirildigi, ortaokul 6grencilerine yonelik gergeklestirilen galismalarin sinirh
oldugu goriilmektedir. Bu ¢alismayla bir devlet ortaokulunda tiim sinif diizeyine sahip 6grencilerin tamaminin
sosyal aglari kullanim amaglarinin incelenmesi amaglanmistir. Bu amaca bagh olarak asagidaki sorulara cevap

bulmaya ¢ahsiimistir.

1. Ortaokul 6grencilerinin sosyal aglari kullanma amaglari nelerdir?
2. Ortaokul 6grencilerinin sosyal aglari kullanma amaglari

a. arastirma,

b. isbirligi,

c. iletisimi baslatma,

d. iletisim kurma,

e. iletisimi sirdlrme,

d. icerik paylasma ve

f. eglence boyutuna gore hangi diizeydedir?
YONTEM

Calisma grubunu, Kirsehir merkezde bulunan bir devlet ortaokulunda 5, 6, 7. ve 8. siniflarda 6grenim goren
1097 ortaokul 6grencisi olusturmaktadir. Arastirmada, ortaokul 6grencilerinin sosyal aglari kullanim amaglarinin
belirlenmesinde genel tarama modeli kullaniimistir. Genel tarama modeli, bir evrende bulunan ¢ok sayidaki

elemani temsil eden bir grup ya da 6rneklem lizerinde yapilan tarama islemidir (Karasar, 2005).

Calisma verileri icin kisisel bilgi formu ve Kogak-Usluel, Demir ve Cinar (2014) tarafindan gelistirilen "Sosyal
Aglarin Kullanim Amaglari Olgegi" uygulanmistir. Olcek 7 faktdr ve 26 maddeden olusmaktadir. Arastirma
kapsaminda gelistirilen veri toplama araci 7’li likert tipinde tasarlanmistir. Olcegin Cronbach alfa giivenirlik
katsayisi .92 olarak hesaplanmistir. Arastirmada elde edilen veriler SPSS paket programi kullanilarak

¢O6zimlenmistir.
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BULGULAR
Ortaokul Ogrencilerinin Sosyal Aglari Kullanma Amaglari Hakkindaki Bulgular
Ortaokul 6grencilerinin sosyal aglari kullanma amaglari hakkindaki bulgular Tablo 1'de sunulmustur.

Tablo 1. Ortaokul Ogrencilerinin Sosyal Aglari Kullanma Amaglari

Amag f %
Oyun 34 3.1
Sosyal Medya 133 12.1
Odev 171 15.6
Oyun - Sosyal Medya 69 6.3
Oyun — Odev 131 11.9
Sosyal Medya — Odev 197 18.0
Oyun - Sosyal Medya - Odev 362 33.0
Toplam 1097 100.0

Tablo 1 analiz edildiginde, ortaokul 6grencilerinin %33'linln sosyal aglari oyun, sosyal medya ve édev amagli
kullandiklarini gorebiliriz. Ortaokul 6grencilerinin %3.1'inin sosyal aglar en disiik oyun amagli, %15.6'sinin en

yuksek 6dev amaclh kullandiklarini gorebiliriz.
Ortaokul Ogrencilerinin Sosyal Aglari Kullanma Amaglarinin Arastirma Boyutuna iliskin Bulgular

Ortaokul 6grencilerinin sosyal aglari kullanma amaglari arastirma boyutuna iliskin bulgular Tablo 2'de

sunulmustur.

Tablo 2. Ortaokul Ogrencilerinin Sosyal Aglari Kullanma Amaglari Arastirma Boyutu

N Min Max )? SS
Arastirma 1097 1 7 4.62 1.57

Tablo 2 analiz edildiginde, ortaokul 6grencilerinin 6lgekteki m1, m2 ve m3 maddelerinden aldiklari ortalama

puana gore sosyal aglari kullanma amaglari arastirma boyutunun orta diizeyde oldugunu soyleyebiliriz.

Ortaokul Ogrencilerinin Sosyal Aglari Kullanma Amaglarinin isbirligi Boyutuna iliskin Bulgular

Ortaokul ogrencilerinin sosyal aglari kullanma amaglar isbirligi boyutuna iliskin bulgular Tablo 3'de

sunulmustur.

Tablo 3. Ortaokul Ogrencilerinin Sosyal Aglari Kullanma Amaglari isbirligi Boyutu

N Min Max )? SS
isbirligi 1097 1 7 4.23 1.36
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Tablo 3 analiz edildiginde, ortaokul 6grencilerinin élgekteki m4, m5, m6, m7, m8 ve m9 maddelerinden aldiklari

ortalama puana gore sosyal aglari kullanma amaglari isbirligi boyutunun orta diizeyde oldugunu sdyleyebiliriz.
Ortaokul Ogrencilerinin Sosyal Aglari Kullanma Amaglarinin iletisim Baglatma Boyutuna iliskin Bulgular

Ortaokul 6grencilerinin sosyal aglari kullanma amaglar iletisim baslatma boyutuna iliskin bulgular Tablo 4'de

sunulmustur.

Tablo 4. Ortaokul Ogrencilerinin Sosyal Aglari Kullanma Amaclari iletisim Baglatma Boyutu

N Min Max )? ss

iletisim Baglatma 1097 1 7 3.63 1.77

Tablo 4 analiz edildiginde, ortaokul 6grencilerinin 6lgekteki m10, 11 ve m12 maddelerinden aldiklari ortalama

puana gore sosyal aglari kullanma amaglari iletisim baslatma boyutunun orta diizeyde oldugunu soyleyebiliriz.
Ortaokul Ogrencilerinin Sosyal Aglari Kullanma Amaglarinin iletisim Kurma Boyutuna iliskin Bulgular

Ortaokul 6grencilerinin sosyal aglari kullanma amaglari iletisim kurma boyutuna iliskin bulgular Tablo 5'de

sunulmustur.

Tablo 5. Ortaokul Ogrencilerinin Sosyal Aglari Kullanma Amaglari iletisim Kurma Boyutu

N Min Max )? SS
iletisim Kurma 1097 1 7 4.63 1.99

Tablo 5 analiz edildiginde, ortaokul 6grencilerinin 6lgekteki m13 ve m14 maddelerinden aldiklari ortalama

puana gore sosyal aglari kullanma amaglari iletisim kurma boyutunun orta diizeyde oldugunu séyleyebiliriz.
Ortaokul Ogrencilerinin Sosyal Aglari Kullanma Amaglarinin iletisim Siirdiirme Boyutuna iliskin Bulgular

Ortaokul 6grencilerinin sosyal aglari kullanma amaglar iletisim siirdlirme boyutuna iliskin bulgular Tablo 6'da

sunulmustur.

Tablo 6. Ortaokul Ogrencilerinin Sosyal Aglari Kullanma Amaglari iletisim Siirdiirme Boyutu

N Min Max )? SS
iletisim Siirdiirme 1097 1 7 4.21 1.62

Tablo 6 analiz edildiginde, ortaokul 6grencilerinin olgekteki m15, m16, m17 ve m18 maddelerinden aldiklari

ortalama puana gore sosyal aglarn kullanma amaglari iletisim stirdiirme boyutunun orta diizeyde oldugunu

soyleyebiliriz.
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Ortaokul Ogrencilerinin Sosyal Aglari Kullanma Amaglarinin igerik Paylasma Boyutuna iliskin Bulgular

Ortaokul 6grencilerinin sosyal aglari kullanma amaglan igerik paylasma boyutuna iliskin bulgular Tablo 7'de

sunulmustur.

Tablo 7. Ortaokul Ogrencilerinin Sosyal Aglar Kullanma Amaglari icerik Paylasma Boyutu

N Min Max )? SS
icerik Paylasma 1097 1 7 3.89 1.58

Tablo 7 analiz edildiginde, ortaokul 6grencilerinin 6lgekteki m19, m20, m21, m22 ve m23 maddelerinden
aldiklari ortalama puana gore sosyal aglar kullanma amaglar igerik paylasma boyutunun orta dizeyde

oldugunu soyleyebiliriz.
Ortaokul Ogrencilerinin Sosyal Aglari Kullanma Amaglarinin Eglence Boyutuna iliskin Bulgular

Ortaokul o6grencilerinin sosyal aglari kullanma amaglarn eglence boyutuna iliskin bulgular Tablo 8'de
sunulmustur.

Tablo 8. Ortaokul Ogrencilerinin Sosyal Aglari Kullanma Amaglari Eglence Boyutu

N Min Max X SS
Eglence 1097 1 7 4.20 1.73

Tablo 8 analiz edildiginde, ortaokul 6grencilerinin 6lgekteki m24, m25 ve m26 maddelerinden aldiklari ortalama

puana gore sosyal aglari kullanma amaglari eglence boyutunun orta diizeyde oldugunu soyleyebiliriz.
TARTISMA ve SONUGC

Arastirmaya katilan ortaokul 6grencilerinin sosyal aglari kullanma amaglari incelendiginde en fazla 6dev amacgh
ve sonrasinda sosyal medya ve oyun amach kullandiklari gérilmektedir. Ayrica bunlarin Gglini de bir arada
kullanan 6grencilerin sayisi toplam sayinin (gte birini olusturmaktadir. Sosyal aglar bireylerin ihtiyaglarina cevap
vermek icin gesitli sekillerde ve farkli amaclar dogrultusunda kullaniimaktadir (Kara ve Ozgen, 2012; Filiz, Erol,
Donmez ve Kurt, 2014). Sosyal aglarin kullanimindaki asil amag bireylerin birbirleriyle etkilesim icerisinde
bulunma istegidir (Miller, Costa, Haynes, Mcdonald, Nicolescu, Sinanan, Spyer, Venkatraman, ve Wang, 2016;
Pelling ve White, 2009; Ozmen, Akiiziim, Siinkiir ve Baysal, 2011). Balaman ve Karatas (2012) tarafindan yapilan
calismada ortadgretim 6grencilerinin bircogunun sosyal aglari, gonderilerin yorumlanmasi ve gorsel iceriklerin
paylasiimasi amaciyla kullanildiklari gérilmustir. 12-17 yas araligina sahip genglerin yaklasik %93'l bir etkinlige
dahil olmak igin cevrimici olduklari ve sosyal siteleri haberleri ve gilincel olaylari takip etmek amaciyla

kullanmaktadirlar (Lauricella, Cingel, Blackwell, Wartella, ve Conway, 2014). isman ve Albayrak (2014)
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tarafindan gerceklestirilen "Sosyal Aglardan Facebook'un Egitime Yonelik Etkililigi" adli calismada 6grencilerin
kendilerini 6dev gruplari olusturarak gelistirdikleri ve ©gretim elemani ile isbirligi kurduklari belirtilmistir.
Facebook ve benzer sosyal medya ortamlar ortaokul &grencilerinin 6devler hakkinda fikir aligverisinde
bulunmalarina imkan sunar (O'Keeffe ve Clarke-Pearson, 2011). Bunun yani sira kullanilan 6lgek boyutlarindan
elde edilen sonuglara gore; ortaokul 6grencilerinin arastirma, isbirligi, iletisim baslatma, iletisim kurma, iletigsim
sirme, icerik paylasma ve eglence boyutlarinin orta diizeyde oldugu gorilmuistir. Wang, Chen ve Liang
(2011)"in yaptiklar ¢calismaya katilan tniversite 6grencilerinin %80'i 6dev yaparken sosyal medya ile etkilesimde
halinde olduklarini, %8'i ise 6dev yaparken sosyal medyay: asla kullanmadiklarini ayrica katiimcilarin %25'i
sosyal medyayi yeni arkadaslar edinmek igin, %55'i de eglence amagli kullandiklarini belirtmislerdir. Gengler ve
yetiskinler Gzerinde sosyal medyanin nigin kullanildigina yonelik gergeklestirilen ¢alismada ankete katilanlarin
%80'i sosyal medyay bilgi arama amagh kullandiklarini ve ayrica kendi kendine egitim igin sosyal medya
kullandiklarini belirtmislerdir (Whiting ve Williams, 2013). Diger bir ¢alismada lise 6grencilerinin sosyal medyay
egitsel olarak en basta kaynak/materyal paylasimi amagh kullandiklari, sonrasinda ise isbirligi ve iletisim icin

kullandiklari gortlmustir (Tanriverdi ve Sagir, 2014).

Demir (2016) tarafindan yapilan ¢alismada sosyal aglari yogun bir sekilde kullanan 6grencilerin sorunlarini
aileleri ile paylasmak yerine sosyal aglardaki arkadaslari ile paylastiklari gérilmistir. Ayrica 6grenciler aileleri
ile zaman gegirirken bile sosyal aglarda olanlari merak ettiklerini belirtmislerdir. Sanal ortamlarin avantaj ve
dezavantajlarini bilen ve kendilerini bu konuda gelistiren anne ve babalar ¢ocuklarina daha faydali olacaklardir
(Kirik, 2014). Tim medya araglarinin kullanimi igin aile iginde bir plan olusturmali ve aileler bu konuda aktif
olmalidir. internet ve sosyal medya kullanimi igin makul ancak kesin kurallar belirlenmelidir (Strasburger,
Hogan, Mulligan, Ameenuddin, Christakis, Cross ve Moreno, 2013). Anne ve babalar ¢evrimic¢i ortamlarin
cocuklarina yonelik bir tehdit olusturacagini diisiinebilirler. Bu olasi tehditlere karsi ailelerin donanimli olmalari

gerekmektedir (Krcmar ve Cingel, 2016).

Balci ve Kogak (2017) tarafindan yapilan ¢alismada yasam doyumu dusik olanlarin, aliskanlk oldugu i¢in daha
stk sosyal medya kullandiklari gorilmistir. Whiting ve Williams'in (2013) gergeklestirdigi calismada
katilimcilarin %76'si sikildiklarinda sosyal medya kullandiklarini ve baska bir ¢calismada da katilimcilarin %44,4'G
sosyal medyayl bos vakit gecirmek icin kullandiklarini ifade etmislerdir (Leftheriotis ve Giannakos, 2014).
Cocuklarin sosyal medyayi bos bir amag icin degil egitimde kendilerine katki saglayacak sekilde kullanmalari
gerekmektedir. Glinimuzde birbirine yakin yaslarda olan 6grencilerin sosyal aglar ile etkilesim icerisinde
oldugu, sosyal aglar kullanmak icin belli bir amaca sahip olduklari ve bunun yani sira bu yaslarda olan

ogrencilerin sosyal aglar bilgi edinme, oyun ve eglence amach kullandiklari distintiimektedir.
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